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is the Irish
for an air or a tune.

But it can also mean
desire or enthusiasm.

This magazine is 
enthusiastic about airs 
and tunes – traditional 

music and song.
Our approach to 

traditional music and 
song is respectful.

We respect those who 
work to preserve the 
tradition. Equally we 
respect those who 

explore the boundaries 
of the tradition by 
collaborating with 
musicians in other 
genres and styles.

We believe in parity
of esteem for both

of these movements 
within traditional and 
folk music. They are 

complementary – not 
incompatible.

Editor:
Séamas Sheils

Contact : 
info@fonn.online

00-353-87-9626213
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CCI announces 44 
artists residencies

New plaque
to honour

Alphie Joe
Page 10

Award for
Moya
Page 8

�Ruth Clinton �Brian Mac Glionn�Brìghde Chaimbeul �Caoimhín Ó Raghallaigh

�Ryan Molloy �Matthew Berrill�Ríoghnach Connolly �Iarla Ó Lionáird

Collaborations for new 
Cumasc series on TG4
A
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Oisín steps up
D

�Oisín McAuley

R

�Irish ambassador to Britain, Martin Fraser, presents River McGann 
with the 2024 Fiddler of London award (Photo: Grayce Leonard).

River flows in London 

K
US radio award for Karan Casey

�Karan Casey
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�The late Mick Moloney

�Doctor Moloney: Mick Moloney’s sister, Violet Moloney Morrissey, at the conferring ceremony 
with Niall Keegan, Director of Studies in BA in Irish Music and MA in Traditional Music Performance

Posthumous honorary doctorate 
awarded to Mick Moloney

�Aileen Lambert

Aileen’s 
Appalachian
adventure

Aos Davey
�Shaun Davey
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Markievicz 
arts bursary 
opening

A

€

�Constance Markievicz

�Moya Brennan

FIA names Roe as new 
Executive Director 

Donegal 
award for
Moya 

F

�New FIA chief: Jennifer Roe is the new Executive Director of Folk Alliance 
International.

C

Eithne is 
named as
Elder of 
Fiddling

�Elder: Eithne Vallely

E
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UCC’s new 
Masters in 
Traditional 
Music

Killarney 
prepares 
for roots 
conference

T

1. The Mary Wallopers
2. Christy Moore
3. Lankum
4. The Scratch
5. Emma Langford
6. Mick Flannery
7. Ye Vagabonds
8. Declan O’Rourke
9. Lisa O’Neill
10. John Spillane �Emma Langford �Declan O’Rourke

�UCC’s new Masters degree course in Traditional Music was 
launched recently with an appropriate musical acompaniment.

U

T

German 
critics like
Irish albums 
T

Signs of the times

�The Mary Wallopers (Photo: Sorcha Frances Ryder)
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�Alphie Joe Dineen

Sligo to
honour 
Alphie Joe 
with bench 
and plaque

Nyah award for
Cathal Hayden 
D

�So Nyah so good: Cathal Hayden receives the Nyah Jig of Life 
award from Marian Crowe (Photo: Declan/Zudane Photography)

M

New Creative Arts Therapies to be made 
available to artists
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Making the
Gradam
Page 20

Gigs for Gaza
Page 12

Bothy gigs cancelled due to ill health
T �The Bothy Band: 

(from left) Seán Óg 
Graham, Kevin Burke, 
Tríona Ní Dhomhnaill, 
Paddy Keenan, Matt 
Molloy, Paddy Glackin 
and Dónal Lunny.
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Trad and folk artists 
continue to raise 
funds for Gaza relief
T

� Singing for Gaza: 
Róisín El Cherif

�Mumming for 
Gaza: The Armagh 
Rhymers

�Playing for Gaza: 
Josephine Marsh

�Singing for Gaza: 
Christy Moore

�Singing for Gaza: 
Radie Peat
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�Dr. Beverley Diamond

Conference 
explores many 
dimensions of 
traditional music

�Dr. Adèle Commins

�Anna-Kaisa Kaila

�Dr. Daithi Kearney

�Music in the community: Gamelan Spréacha Geala (Photo: Tomasz Madajczak)

�UCC Professor Jonathan Stock pictured with The Oxford 
Handbook of Music in China and the Chinese Diaspora

which he co-edited with Yu Hue
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Tick that box: Damien Mullane

For the record:

Damien fully funded

€

€

US report
denounces 
culture of 
sexual abuse 
in music   
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Precarious freelance employment

Parliamentarians reflect on 
misogyny in UK music industry
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Impact of non-disclosure agreements

Reporting harassment

Sexual 
Harassment
S

�Image: Lillian Li / The Foothill Dragon Press

�Witness: Singer Rebecca 
Ferguson
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Blaming the “culture” of the music industry is 
the biggest deception of 
them all. Informal work 
environments shouldn’t 
be breeding grounds for 
inappropriate behaviour; 
partying with someone 
doesn’t invite sexual 
misconduct. Alcohol 
doesn’t assault women — 
people do. The problem 
isn’t our behaviour but the 
fantasy men project onto 
it. Going to a club show 
and accepting a drink 
from a male colleague 
doesn’t mean we want to 
sleep with you.  It means 
we would like a drink.

Men and misogyny

The members of the committee are:

• Caroline Nokes MP (Conservative, Rom-
sey and Southampton North) (Chair)

• Dr Lisa Cameron MP (Conservative, East 
Kilbride, Strathaven and Lesmahagow)

• Elliot Colburn MP (Conservative, 
Carshalton and Wallington)

• Dame Caroline Dinenage MP 
(Conservative, Gosport)

• Dame Jackie Doyle-Price MP 
(Conservative, Thurrock)

• Carolyn Harris MP (Labour, Swansea East) 
• Kim Johnson MP (Labour, Liverpool, 

Riverside)
• Lia Nici MP (Conservative, Great Grimsby) 
• Kate Osborne MP (Labour, Jarrow)
• Kirsten Oswald MP (SNP, East Renfrew-

shire)
• Bell Ribeiro-Addy MP (Labour, Streatham)

House of Commons Women
and Equalities Committee

�Among the witnesses who testified before the House of Commons Women and Equality Committee were (from left) Vick Bain (The F-
List for Music); Melinda Kelly (Safe Gigs for Women); Nadia Khan (Women in CTRL) and Vanessa Threadgold (Cactus City Studio).

�Rachel Grace Almeida, Deputy 
Editor of Crack Magazine

�Committee chair: Caroline Nokes MP
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�Lankum: (from 
left) Cormac Mac 
Diarmada, Radie 
Peat, Daragh Lynch 
and Ian Lynch

S
• Best Album
• Best Contemporary Song
• Best Song Musically & Lyrically
• Best Original Film Score
• Best Television Soundtrack
• Best Original Video Game Score
• Most Performed Work
• Rising Star Award.

�Former winner: 
Hozier (Photo: Kayla 
Johnson).

Lankum nominated for Ivor award
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Derek Hickey
Derek Hickey is from Adare in 
County Limerick. His musical career 
began at the age of ten, when his 
uncle left an accordion in the family 
home. Derek progressed to dance 
tunes within weeks though he 
didn’t begin lessons – under the 
tutelage of Dónal de Barra – until 
he was 12. His professional career 
began three years later when he 
joined the Shannonside Céilí Band, 
founded by the Liddy family. The 
band toured extensively in Eng-
land and throughout Europe.

In 1991 Frankie Gavin asked 
Derek to join him for regular ses-
sions in Kinvara, Co. Galway. One 
year later, at just eighteen, Derek 
joined Johnny ‘Ringo’ McDonagh’s 
band, Arcady, along with Frances 
Black, Brendan Larrisey and Patsy 
Broderick. Other guest members of 
the band included Sharon Shannon, 
Cathal Hayden and Gerry O’Connor. 
In 1995 he joined De Dannan, 
recording two albums and touring 
until they disbanded in 2003.

Derek is the button accordion 
tutor on the BA Irish Music and 
Dance at the Irish World Academy of 

N

Making the Gradam 2024

GRADAM CEOIL TG4 2024

Ceoltóir/Musician of the Year:
DEREK HICKEY

Amhránaí/Singer of the Year:
EOGHAN Ó CEANNABHÁIN

Ceoltóir Óg/Young Musician of the Year:
MACDARA Ó FAOLÁIN

Grúpa Ceoil/Music Group of the Year:
THE KANE SISTERS

Cumadóir/Composer of the Year:
RYAN MOLLOY

Gradam Saoil/Lifetime Achievement:
JEAN BUTLER

Gradam Comaoine/Outstanding Contribution:
CAIRDEAS NA BHFIDILÉIRÍ
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Music and Dance at the University 
of Limerick.

Last year he performed at the 
National Concert Hall, in Dublin, as 
part of the third series of the Irish 
Traditional Music Archive’s Drawing 
from the Well series. Widely 
acknowledged as one of Ireland’s 
most prominent and influential 
master accordion players, his 
eponymous 2022 album was 
deemed by fellow box player 
Dermot Byrne as “a recording of a 
pure genius.” 

Eoghan Ó Ceannabháin
Eoghan Ó Ceannabháin is a Dublin-
based singer, songwriter, and 
multi-instrumentalist. His musical 
roots are in sean-nós singing, in 
the style of his father, Peadar. He 

grew up listening to the likes of 
Sorcha Ní Ghuairim, Seán Mac 
Dhonncha and Colm Ó Caoidheáin. 
He is also influenced by singers 
from the English language tradition 
like Liam Weldon, Luke Kelly, Anne 
Briggs, Margaret Barry and Thomas 
McCarthy.

Eoghan is a member of the band 
Skipper’s Alley. He has worked with 
Mary Ann Kennedy from Scotland 
and Ruth Keggin from the Isle of 
Man on their Aon Teanga: Un 
Chengey album (2015). He has 
performed with folk/electronica 
band, Jiggy, featuring on both        
their albums, Translate (2017) and       
Hypernova (2020).

He also collaborates with Clare 
fiddle and viola player, Ultan O’Brien: 
their debut album Solas an Lae won 

best album at the RTÉ Folk Awards 
in 2021.

In recent years, Eoghan has come 
into his own as a solo artist and 
songwriter. His songs – written in 
both English and Irish – build on 
his sean-nós singing foundations 
but combine hard-hitting lyrics 
with other musical influences to 
create a rich, contemporary sound. 
His debut solo album, The Deepest 
Breath, was released in November 
2022, to critical acclaim.

Macdara Ó Faoláin
A multi-instrumentalist and   
instrument maker from An Rinn, 
Macdara Ó Faoláin started learning 
tin whistle and the fiddle at the age 
of 5.

But on discovering the music of 
Andy Irvine and Planxty and being 
fascinated by it, he progressed to the 
mandolin, under the instruction of 
Peter O’Connor. After receiving a 
bouzouki for Christmas when he was 
8, it quickly took over as his main 
instrument, receiving lessons from 
Seán Ó Fearghail.

He has recorded and performed 
with some of the best-known names 
in Irish traditional music, including 
Derek Hickey, The Friel Sisters, Nell 
Ní Chróinín, Cormac McCarthy and 
Muireann Nic Amhlaoibh.

Macdara’s intimate knowledge 
of harmony and instrumental        
technique come together to create 
his own unique style of bouzouki 
accompaniment.

� Playing out of 
the box: Derek 
Hickey

        Step change:
Jean Butler

�Making music:
Macdara Ó Faoláin

�
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Alongside playing and perform-
ing, he developed a keen interest 
in woodwork at a very early age, 
after receiving a children’s wood-
work set from his parents.

After making his first instrument, 
a ukulele, for the Junior Certificate, 
he is now a professional luthier, 
building primarily bouzoukis and 
mandolins from his studio at An 
Sean Phobal for an international 
clientele.

Along with his brothers Cárthach 
and Pax, he is a founding member 
of the group, Nuadán, which has 
recorded two albums, Lá Laindí 
Lugha and Dén Díobháil. Along-
side his busy performing career, 
he recently completed an honours 
degree in the Cork School of 
Music.

The Kane Sisters
From North Conamara, Liz and 
Yvonne Kane are much respected 
musicians and educators. Born in 
Letterfrack, they were taught music 
by the great Sligo musician and 
music teacher, Mary Finn and by 
their grandfather, Jimmy Mullen.

From a young age, they have 
been influenced by the traditional 
music of Sligo and East Galway, in 
particular the music of the master 
composer and fiddle player Paddy 
Fahey. Liz and Yvonne first came to 
national and international pro-
minence during the three-year 
period when they toured with 
accordion player, Sharon Shannon 

and her band, The Woodchoppers. 
They travelled all over the world 
with her band and are featured 
artists on Sharon’s album, The    
Diamond Mountain Sessions.

After touring with Sharon Shannon, 
they decided to perform on their 
own, recording their first album, 
The Well Tempered Bow, in 2002. A 
second album, Under the Diamond, 
followed in 2004 and a third, Side 
by Side, in 2010. 

Their fourth album, In Memory 
of Paddy Fahey – released in 2022 
– featured 15 of his compositions 
along with newly written tunes by 
Liz and Yvonne.

� Taking a bow: 
Yvonne (left) and Liz 
Kane

�Calm and 
composed: Ryan 
Molloy

Ryan Molloy
Ryan Molloy is a composer and 
performer from Pomeroy, Co. Tyrone, 
currently resident in Co. Kildare. 
His music has been recorded on over 
thirty albums and his repertoire 
spans numerous genres from          
traditional Irish music to contem-
porary classical music. He has 
worked with a host of renowned 
artists such as Paddy Glackin, Iarla 
Ó Lionáird, Fergal Scahill, Seán Óg 
Graham, Barry Kerr, North Cregg, 
the Danish String Quartet, the 
Ulster Orchestra and Irish Chamber 
Orchestra, among many others.

He has written over fifty works 
and his music has been performed 
to audiences on four continents for 
over twenty years, as well as featur-
ing regularly in national and inter-
national TV and radio broadcasts.

As a composer, Ryan has represented 
Ireland at the prestigious ISCM 
World New Music Days festivals in 
Hong Kong (2015), Vancouver (2017) 
and Auckland/Christchurch (2022).

Described as a ‘milestone’ in    
traditional piano performance, Ryan’s 
first solo recording, pianophony, 
was released in 2019 and earned 
him two RTÉ Radio 1 Folk Awards 
nominations in 2020 and 2021.

That year also saw the release of 
Tempered, a new CD of music for 
uilleann pipes and piano, as well as a 
digital EP featuring the 30-minute 
song cycle. Buaine na Gaoithe,  
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performed by the Damselfly Trio. 
Ryan is currently Associate          
Professor of composition at 
Maynooth University. He is also 
reported to own a fiddle.

Jean Butler
Dancer, choreographer and Our 
Steps Artistic Director, Jean Butler, 
is a leading figure in the world of 
contemporary Irish dance perfor-
mance. Her most recent production, 
a site -specific promenade piece, 
entitled What We Hold, premiered 
at the Dublin Theatre Festival in 
October 2022 to critical acclaim. In 
February 2024, What We Hold had 
its North American premiere at the 
Irish Arts Center in New York with a 
sell-out run of 30 shows.

In 2018 Butler founded Our Steps, 
a not-for-profit organisation com-
mitted to expanding the way we think 
about history, practice, and perfor-
mance of Irish dance. Partnering with 
the Jerome Robbins Dance Division 
of the New York Public Library, Our 
Steps initiated Our Steps, Our Story: 
An Irish Dance Legacy Archive.

To date, this ever -expanding 
archive has created over 200 hours 
of video and audio resources of 
never before documented solo set 
dances and oral history interviews 
spanning seven decades of history 
from Ireland, England, Scotland, 
the United States and Canada.

Butler has taught at Princeton 
University, University College 
Dublin, University of Notre Dame 
Global Center, Irish World Academy 
of Music and Dance, University of 
Limerick and Glucksman Ireland 
House, NYU.

Her performance career started 
in New York with Mick Moloney’s 
Greenfields of America. She went 
on tour with the Chieftains for six 
years before choreographing and 
starring in the original ground-
breaking Irish dance productions, 
Riverdance and Dancing on             
Dangerous Ground.

Jean is the proud daughter of 
Josephine Byrne Butler, who hails 
from Ballyhaunis, County Mayo and 
a student of the New York based 
dance master Donny Golden.

Cairdeas na bhFidiléirí
Formed in the early 1980s to help 
support and promote the art of 
fiddle playing in the Donegal     
tradition, Cairdeas na bhFidiléirí is 
led by musician/researcher/author, 
Caoimhín MacAoidh, and fiddle-
maker, Rab Cherry. The organisation’s 

core mission is to strengthen 
Donegal fiddle playing at its roots, 
and to improve standards, promote 
participation in all aspects of Donegal 
fiddle music and encourage the 
transmission of the Donegal styles 
and repertoire.

The organisation’s main events 
include the annual Donegal Fiddlers’ 
Summer School in Glencolmbcille 
and the October Donegal Fiddlers’ 
Meeting in Glenties.

Cairdeas na bhFidiléirí has issued 
a substantial body of recordings by 
fiddle players, past and present, and 
shares a wealth of information about 
fiddle styles and associated history 
and folklore on its website,      
donegalfiddlemusic.ie.

The site also offers a suite of 
fiddle lessons by contemporary 
Donegal fiddlers as well as the 
unique Musical Landscape project, 
mapping fiddlers and their stories 
across the county.

Cairdeas na bhFidiléirí’s monu-
mental efforts to preserve local   
traditions and nurture a vibrant 
musical community have left an 
indelible mark in Donegal and 
beyond. Its influence extends to 
every fiddle player in the county, 
from legendary figures like Tommy 
Peoples to contemporary icons like 
Mairéad Ní Mhaonaigh, and rising 
stars like Megan Nic Fhionnghaile.

The diverse and dynamic crop of 
contemporary fiddle players across 
Donegal is a testament to the 
organisation’s profound impact.

�Raising his 
voice: Eoghan Ó 
Ceannabháin

�String theory:
Cairdeas na 
bhFidiléirí
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Scoil Samhraidh Willie 
Clancy 2024

�Together: The 
Kilfenora Céilí Band.

�Lecture: 
Margaret Barry.

      Tutors: Josephine 
Walsh and Gerry 
O’Connor (right).

�
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Banjo: Thomas Ahearne, Muireann 
Banks, Brian Fitzgerald, George 
McAdam, Joanne O’Connor, Theresa 
O’Grady, Josh O'Loughlin, Keith 
O'Loughlin, Elaine O’Reilly, Brian 
Scahill.

Button Accordion: Conor Connolly, 
Johnny Óg Connolly, Anne Conroy, 
Jackie Daly, Martin Donohue, 
Bobby Gardiner, Charlie Harris, 
Nuala Hehir,  James Keane, 
Josephine Marsh, Mick Mulcahy, 
Paudie O’Connor, Bryan O’Leary, 
Diarmuid Ó Meachair, Joe 
Searson, Michael Searson, Marie 
Walsh.

Concertina: Cormac Begley, Colm 
Browne, Francis Cunningham, 
Sorcha Curtin, Edel Fox, Bernie 
Geraghty, Hugh Healy, Noel Hill, 
Mairéad Hurley, Aoife Kelly, Claire 
Keville, Jacqui McCarthy, Mary 
MacNamara, Michelle Mulcahy, 
Caitlín Nic Gabhann, Caoilfhinn Ní 
Fhríghil, Liam O’Brien, Katie 

O’Sullivan, Lorraine O’Brien, 
Michelle O'Sullivan, Jack Talty.

Fiddle: Paul Bradley, Yvonne Casey, 
Zoe Conway, Dermy Diamond, David 
Doocey, Martin Dowling, Claire Egan, 
Séamus Glackin, Joan Hanrahan,  
Michael Kelleher, James Kelly,  John 
Kelly, Johnny Kelly, Leah Kelly, Denis 
Liddy, Nickey McAuliffe, Bernadette 
McCarthy, Therese McInerney, Oisín 
Mac Diarmada, Vinny  MacMahon, 
Pat Mullins, Aoife O’Connor, Darach 
O’Connor, Donal O’Connor, Gerry 
O’Connor, Liam O’Connor, Áine 
O’Connell, Connie  O’Connell, Aoife 
O’Keeffe, Máire O'Keeffe, Ciarán Ó 
Maonaigh, Anne Rynne, Joe Rynne, 
Jesse Smith, Joe Toolan and John 
Joe Tuttle.

Harmonica: Noel Battle, James 
Boyle, Rick Epping, Pauline Gavin, 
Johnny Hehir,  Cathal Johnson, 
Mick Kinsella, John Murphy, Pip 
Murphy, Denis Nolan Seán Walsh.

Harp: Cormac de Barra, Paul Dooley, 
Gráinne Hambly, Laoise Kelly, 
Kathleen Loughnane, Aisling Lyons, 
Máire Ní Chathasaigh.

Old Style Step, Sean-nós and Set-
Dancing: Brooks Academy, Mairéad 
Casey, Mary Clancy, Mary Kate 
Clancy, Rosie Davis, Noel Devery, 
Mary Friel, Betty McCoy, Mick 
Mulkerrin, Bernie Nic Gabhann, 
Maureen O’Reilly, Aidan Vaughan.

Traditional Singing: Gearóidín 
Breathnach, Sláinne Ní Chathalláin, 
Joe Creedon, Jimmy Crowley, Sandra 
Joyce, Gabriel McArdle, Seán Mone, 
Brian Mullen, Máire Ní Chéilleacheir, 
Máire Ní Choilm, Bríd Ní Mhaoil-
chiarán, Jimmy Ó Ceannabháin, 
Colm Jimmy Ó Curraoin, Ciarán Ó 
Gealbháin, Jerry O’Reilly, Eve Telford, 
John Tunney.

Whistle & Flute: Christy Barry, Mary 
Bergin, Cillian Boyd, Harry Bradley, 
Barry Conaty. Éamon Cotter, Geraldine 
Cotter, Seán Craddock, Mick Crehan, 
Tara Diamond, Aoife Granville, Patsy 
Hanly, Marion McCarthy, Catherine 
McEvoy, Paul McGrattan, Louise 
Mulcahy, Róisín Nic Dhonncha, 
Majella O’Beirne, Mick O’Connor, 
Francis O’Connor, Bríd O’Donohue, 
Marcas Ó Murchú, Seán Ryan, Eibhlín 
de Paor, Anne Sheehy, Fintan Vallely.

�International:  
Gairloch from Canada.

� Tutor: Catherine 
McEvoy

� Tutor: Ciarán Ó 
Gealbháin

� Tutor: Aisling 
Lyons

SCOIL SAMHRAIDH
WILLIE CLANCY
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Best Singer
• Eoghan Ó 

Ceannabháin
Also nominated:
• Anna Mieke
• Daoirí Farrell
• Dianne Cannon
• Lisa O'Neill
• Síle Denvir

Best Instrumentalist 
• Aoife Ní Bhriain
Also nominated:
• Diarmuid Ó Meachair
• Michael McGoldrick
• Michelle Mulcahy
• Sorcha Costello

Best Group
• Lankum
Also nominated:
• Bláth na hÓige
• Garadice
• Martin Hayes & the 

Common Ground 
Ensemble

• The Mary Wallopers
• ØXN

Hall of Fame
• Séamus Ennis

Best Album
• False Lankum – 

Lankum
Also nominated:
• All of This Is Chance – 

Lisa O'Neill
• Bláth na hÓige – 

Bláth na hÓige
• Double You – Aoife Ní 

Bhriain & Catrin Finch
• Look over the Wall, 

See the Sky – John 
Francis Flynn

Best Traditional Track
• Seán Gabha - Piaras Ó 

Lorcáin & Bláth na 
hÓige

Also nominated:
• Amhrán Pheadar 

Breathnach – Diane 
Cannon

• Eileanóir a Rún – Síle 
Denvir

• Eileanór na Rún – 
Séamus & Caoimhe 
Uí Fhlatharta

• Go Dig My Grave – 
Lankum

Best Original Track
• Anáil na hOíche – 

Eoghan Ó 
Ceannabháin

Also nominated:
• Abigail (Tomhas 

Ghobnatan) – Emma 
Langford

• Glory Days – Steo Wall
• Níl Aon Easpa Orm – 

Rónán Ó Snodaigh & 
Myles O'Reilly

• Not Your Fight – The 
Henry Girls & 
Ríoghnach Connolly

• Old Note – Lisa O'Neill

Best Emerging Artist
• Séamus & Caoimhe 

Uí Fhlatharta
Also nominated:
• Cinder Well
• Diarmuid Ó Meachair
• Niamh Bury
• Piaras Ó Lorcáin
• Sorcha Costello

Lifetime Achievement 
• Tríona Ní 

Dhomhnaill

THE AWARD WINNERS

�In a league of 
his Eoghan: Double 
award winner, Eoghan 
Ó Ceannabháin (left)  
is congratulated by 
Rhiannon Giddens 
at the RTÉ Folk 
Awards (Photo: RTÉ).

�Joyful: Fiddler, 
Aoife Ní Bhriain, is 
named as Best 
Instrumentalist at 
the RTÉ Folk Awards 
(Photo: RTÉ).

        Blooming: Piaras 
Ó Lorcáin and Bláth 
na hÓige.

Lankum and Eoghan 
Ó Ceannabháin take 
RTÉ Folk Awards

�
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Packie Duignan:
The fun-loving flute player
from Arigna 

�Man of Music 
and Mirth: Packie 
Duignan on flute 
and Séamus Horan 
on fiddle.

�Youngsters: Packie Duignan 
and his sister, Mary (Photo: thanks 
to Phillipa and Dominic Duignan)

T

Denis Murphy
Page 28

Ómós Frank 
Custy
Page 31
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�Jackie Daly (left) 
and Matt Cranitch

�Paul de Grae

�Peter Browne:
musician and 
broadcaster

Remembering
Denis Murphy in 
Sliabh Luachra 
H
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Denis Murphy Commemoration
May 11-18 Scartaglin, Co. Kerry

May 11 8pm: ‘Denis Murphy and Johnny O’Leary’ presented by 
Bryan O’Leary

May 12 6am: ‘Airnéan 1990’ upload of archives donated by Jerry 
Ahern

May 13 6am: ‘Denis Murphy 1971 Lisheen’ upload of archives 
recorded by his niece, Kathleen Fitzgerald

May 15 8pm: ‘A Gneeveguilla Fiddle Tribute’ online live on 
YouTube and Facebook with special guests

May 16 8pm: Patrick O’Keeffe Traditional Music Festival Tribute 
to Denis Murphy, Fagin’s Bar, Castleisland.

May 17 6am: ‘Ciarán Mac  Mathúna Memories 1994’ upload of 
archives donated by Jerry Ahern

May 17 8pm: Jackie Daly, Matt Cranitch, Paul De Grae & 
friends

May 17 9pm: Aoife Nic Cormaic in conversation with Peter 
Browne, Billy Clifford & Pádraic Mac  Mathúna

May 18 6am: ‘Denis Murphy, Johnny O’Leary, Seán Ó Cronin, 
1954,’ upload of archives donated by Jerry Ahern

May 18 12pm until late: World Fiddle Day Scartaglin with Aidan 
Connolly

May 18 4pm: ‘The Music of Denis Murphy and Johnny O’Leary,’ 
open session hosted by Bryan O’Leary

May 18 8pm: Open sessions in Castleisland and Scartaglin

Denis Murphy: 
a life in music
D

�Denis Murphy

�Aidan Connolly:
set for World Fiddle 
Day in Scartaglin

�Denis Murphy



Publications by Chief O’Neill

�The dedication to poet and song collector, Alfred 
Perceval Graves.
�Sergeant James Early
�William Rowsome, fiddler, piper and pipe-maker



T

�Frank Custy 
(Photo: Kilfenora 
Musical Festival)

Ómós:
Frank Custy
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The Enigmatic Exile
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joe heaney
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Home & 
Family

J

�Portrait of the Artist as a Young Man: Joe Heaney (Photo: University 
of Washington Ethnomusicology Archives)

 1For a full account of this remarkable tradition-bearer, 
see Ríonach Uí Ógáin, Colm Ó Caodháin: An Irish Singer 
and His World. Cork: Cork University Press (2021).

2Joe often told people – whether it was true or not – that 
it was his great-grandmother, Bairbre Ní Chathasaigh’s 
mother Máire, who was the larger-than-life subject of 
the song Cailleach an Airgid.

3Liam Mac Con Iomaire, Seosamh Ó hÉanaí: Nár fhágha 
mé bás choíche, Cló Iar-Chonnachta (2007), 45. Mac Con 
Iomaire’s biography of Joe Heaney, written in Irish, has 
been an invaluable resource in the preparation of this 
article. Those unable to read Irish may still enjoy the 
many passages quoted from interviews conducted in 
English; and the bibliography on pages 473–6 provides 
a useful resource for further study.

4 Shebeens represented the retail end of the poteen-
making industry, which was, of course, illegal.

5Of these, only Joe’s brother Máirtín Éinniú stayed at 
home as an adult; his sisters Máire and Béibí married 
two Mulkerrins brothers, and Joe used to stay with his 
niece, Máire, and her husband on visits home. One of 
Béibí’s daughters, Bríd, won Corn Uí Riada, the top prize 
awarded at the annual Oireachtas for traditional singing 
in Irish, in 2002. Joe’s older brothers Seán (1914-1980) 
and Micheál (1918-1979) both lived for a time in the 
United States before returning to Ireland; his older sister 
Máire became a schoolteacher and lived with her 
husband in Bray, Co. Wicklow; and his younger sisters 
Kitty and Sheila both married and raised families abroad, 
Kitty in England and Sheila in Florida.
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W

�  Singer Seán ‘Ac Dhonncha – Joe Heaney’s great contemporary from 
Conamara.

6Mac Con Iomaire, Seosamh Ó hÉanaí, 223.
7Literally, ‘Mary of the Smith, Mrs Canavan.’ 
One of Máire an Ghabha’s ancestors had 
been a blacksmith. Her grandmother’s 
name was Máire Ní Ghríofa (‘Mary Griffin’) 
and her mother, Neainín Mháire Ní Ghríofa 
(‘Mary Griffin’s Little Nan’) became Bean 
Mhic Giolla Máirtín (‘Mrs Gilmartin’) when 
she married. Although it was generally a 
person’s male antecedents who supplied 
the lineal and/or occupational references 
in this by-naming system, occasionally the 
mother’s name would be used when, for 

example, the father had died young. 
Because she greatly outlived her husband, 
all of Máire an Ghabha’s children and 
grandchildren have borne her name; thus 
her granddaughter Caitríona, daughter of 
her son Michael, is known as Caitríóna 
Mhichael Mháire an Ghabha, ‘Catríona 
daughter of Michael son of Máire the 
blacksmith’s daughter’.
8These three songs, centrally important to 
Joe’s repertoire, are discussed at length in 
Williams and Ó Laoire, Bright Star of the 
West, 89–109.

Singing  and 
Storytelling
in the Ards
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The Perfect  Environment

�Pádraig Éinniú’s original house was replaced by the white house on the left; 
the stone building was home to Seán Choilm Mac Donnchadha and his 
family until they built the house on the right in 1956.  (Photo: V. Blankenhorn)

�Biographer:
Joe Heaney’s 
biographer, Liam 
Mac Con Iomaire.

9Mac Con Iomaire, Seosamh Ó hÉanaí, 108
10Mac Con Iomaire, Seosamh Ó hÉanaí, 50. 
Translated from Irish

11Mac Con Iomaire, Seosamh Ó hÉanaí, 48. 
Translated from Irish.



major scéal:
joe heaney

MAY 2024MAY 2024

�The view toward 
Mweenish Island 
from Aird Thoir 
(Photo: Virginia 
Blankenhorn)

12Both passages, Mac Con Iomaire, Seosamh 
Ó hÉanaí, 56. Translated from Irish.
13Mac Con Iomaire, Seosamh Ó hÉanaí, 225. 
Tigh Phádraig Rua has now been closed for 
many years.

�Carna  (Photo: Virginia Blankenhorn)
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Joe’s  Progress

1924-37: Education 

14Mac Con Iomaire, Seosamh Ó hÉanaí, 109.
15National Folklore Collection 1275:417-446. Texts include the songs An Faoitín, Beartlí Ó 
Dónaill, and Cúilín Triopallach na Gruaige Báine, and the stories Dearg Mac Dearg and 
Grabaire Beag Fhinn Mhac Cumhaill. Although it is likely that Joe contributed these pages 
at the behest of his schoolmaster, they are not part of the school-based collection of folklore 
that the Irish Folklore Commission undertook in the years 1937-8. A likely date for his 
manuscript would be 1935, when Joe received a prize (Airgead an Mháirtínigh) for telling 
stories, including the two tales just named. 

�Scoil na hAirde (Ards National School), where Joe Heaney attended 
primary school.  (Photo: Virginia Blankenhorn)

�Carna  (Photo: 
Virginia Blankenhorn)
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Good Friday, 1937 1937-46: At home in Carna

1947-1965: Clydebank, Scotland

16Mac Con Iomaire, Seosamh Ó hÉanaí, 110. Translated from Irish.
17Ennis recorded many songs from Joe, Seán Choilm, Colm Ó Caodháin 
and others in the Carna area between 1942 and 1946. Songs recorded 
from Joe include An t-Amhrán Bréagach, Amhrán Rinn Mhaoile, Amhrán 
Shéamais Uí Chonchubhair as Árainn, Bád Dóite Loideáin, Béal an Átha 
Buí (more commonly known as Amhrán Rinn Mhaoile), Is measa liom 
Bródach Uí Ghaora, An Buinneán Buí, Caisleán Rí Néill, Coinnleach Glas an 
Fhómhair, An Crúiscín Lán, Cuaichín Ghleann Néifin, O’Brien from 
Tipperary, Péarla Dheas an Chúil Bháin, Róisín Dubh, Seachrán 
Chearbhaill, The Seven Irishmen, and Úna Bhán; also Fáilte Uí Cheallaigh, 
a piece of seanchas about the poet Micheál Mhac Suibhne. For some of 
these, Ennis recorded the text alone; for others he noted the tune in staff 
notation and one or two stanzas; for a few, he recorded a couple of stanzas 
on an acetate disc. Manuscript references to the National Folklore 
Collection are included in transcripts published on www.joeheaney.org, 
and can also be found in Ríonach uí Ógáin (ed.), ‘Mise an fear ceoil’: 
Séamus Ennis – Dialann Taistil 1942–46, Cló Iar-Chonnachta (Indreabhán 
2007), 439–40. 

�Carna  (Photo: Virginia Blankenhorn)
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18Mac Con Iomaire, Seosamh Ó hÉanaí, 239-
240

�Your only man: Joe Heaney enjoys a quiet pint!

�Man of song:
Joe Heaney (Photo 
courtesy of the 
Ralph Rinzler 
Folklife Archives & 
Collections)

�Outside the box: A copy of the 
image of Joe Heaney used on the 
cover of The Road to Connemara
used to hang in O'Donoghue's Pub 
in Dublin which Joe often visited. 
On one occasion seeing his picture 
in the pub, he remarked that he 
looked like "the middleweight 
sean-nós champion of Carna." 
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Folk Revival and
Ballad Boom 
(1951-1965)

�Elizabeth ‘Bess’ 
Cronin (Photo: 
National Folklore 
Collection, Dublin.

�Alan Lomax 
(Photo: Association 
for Cultural Equity).

�Peggy Seeger and 
Ewan MacColl at the 
Newport Folk Festival 
in the early 1960s.

19Songs included Connla, The Banks of the Roses, The Rocks of Bawn, Dó-
ín Dú, The Wife of the Bold Tenant Farmer, Cucanandy, Bean Pháidín, She 
moved through the fair, Morrissey and the Russian Sailor, Molly Bawn, Mrs 
McGrath, Una Bhán, and Soldier, Soldier, all present in Joe’s repertoire. In 
addition, the recording included Munster versions of An Beinnsín Luachra 
and Tháinig bean cois leasa (The Fairy Lullaby), of which Joe sang the 
Connemara equivalents.
20After Joe’s death, Peggy Seeger donated copies of the original tapes to 
the Joe Heaney Collection at the University of Washington, Seattle. Fred 
McCormick’s transcripts of Joe’s conversations with MacColl and Seeger 
are available online here and here; fresh transcriptions of some items, as 
well as of others that were not on the commercial CD, can be found on the 
Joe Heaney website by searching ‘Ewan Mac Coll’.
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1965: First visit to the USA

�The Dubliners:
(from left) Ciaran 
Bourke, John Sheehan, 
Ronnie Drew, Barney 
McKenna and Liam 
Kelly.

21Most famously, Joe gave The Dubliners 
the song Seven Drunken Nights, which 
reached number seven in the British charts 
in 1967. In America, Joe and Liam Clancy 
developed a repertoire that they performed 
together at Rosie O’Grady’s in New York – 
songs including Anach Cuain (Liam’s 
performance in English can be heard here), 
Dónal Óg (Liam’s version here), The Rocks 
of Bawn (the link is to the Clancy Brothers’ 
version), and An Buinneán Buí.
22Mac Con Iomaire, Seosamh Ó hÉanaí, 228-9

�Piper, collector 
and singer: Séamus 
Ennis
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�Liam  Clancy: One 
of Joe’s champions 
in the United States.

U

Emigration
(1966-1976)

�Opening Doors: 
The Langham at 135 
Central Park West, New 
York Citry where Joe 
worked as a doorman 
for ten years and whose 
residents included  
television host, Merv 
Griffin. (Photo: David 
Shankbone, CC BY-SA 
3.0)

23Mac Con Iomaire, Seosamh Ó hÉanaí, 241
24Mac Con Iomaire, Seosamh Ó hÉanaí, 242
25Mac Con Iomaire, Seosamh Ó hÉanaí, 364
26Mac Con Iomaire, Seosamh Ó hÉanaí, 395
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�Amhránaithe: 
Seán ‘ac Dhonncha, 
Máirtín Byrnes, 
Seosamh Ó hEanaí 
with Liam Ó Murchú 

 27Joe was later able to return the favour, 
arranging gigs for Liam Clancy after his 
decision to launch a solo career and the 
arrival of a large tax bill had left him in need 
of funds; see Mac Con Iomaire, Seosamh Ó 
hÉanaí, 288–9.

 28Joe was eventually offered a position as a 
building custodian and groundsman with 
Gaeltarra Éireann in Connemara while he 
was home on holiday in 1977. By this time, 
however, he was teaching at Wesleyan 
University and decided against taking up 
the offer (Mac Con Iomaire, Seosamh Ó 
hÉanaí, 311–2).

�Album: Joe Heaney’s first for Gael-
Linn.

�Album: Joe Heaney’s first for Topic.

�Host: Merv 
Griffin.
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29Mac Con Iomaire, Seosamh Ó hÉanaí, 308-310
30Mac Con Iomaire, Seosamh Ó hÉanaí, 314

Professional Gael
(1976-1984)

�Professor: Neely 
Bruce of Wesleyan 
University in 
Connecticut.
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31Mac Con Iomaire, Seosamh Ó hÉanaí, 337–8. The other performers, in addition to Joe and 
Paddy, were Liam Óg O’Flynn, Peadar and Mel Mercier, and Séamus Tansey. 
32Songs recorded by Joe on this occasion included The Rocks of Bawn, The American Wake/A 
Stór mo Chroí, Did the rum do/What will you do when the kettle boils over, Connla, Red is the 
Rose, Éamonn an Chnoic (which Joe links to Australian outlaw Ned Kelly), and one of his 
stories, The Two Hunchbacks.

�Composer: John 
Cage.

�Album: Joe and 
the Gabe.
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33 Honoring America’s Folk Heritage, quoted 
in Mac Con Iomaire, Seosamh Ó hÉanaí, 
357–9.

34Mac Con Iomaire, Seosamh Ó hÉanaí, 385
�Admirer: Riobard Mac Góráin of 
Gael-Linn
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Fintan’s
Good
Companion
Page 50

Restringing
Paddy Tunney’s 
Stone Fiddle
Page 51

A

�Editors: Lecturer at the Technological University of 
Dublin, Helen Lawlor, and Sandra Joyce, Director of the World 
Music and Dance Centre at the University, pictured at the 
launch of Harp Studies II: World Harp Traditions in the Irish 
Traditional Music Archive in Dublin.

�The African 
harp: Sona Jobarteh 
plays the kora  
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F �Third edition:
The Companion to 
Irish Traditional 
Music

FINTANʼS BIG
COMPANION
IS ABOUT TO
GET BIGGER

�Editor: Fintan 
Vallely (Photo: Liam 
Burke/ Press 22)
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�A Family in Song: The Tunney siblings, pictured during the recording 
of John Tunney’s album, The Immigrant: A Stone of the Cairn of Tradition,   
at Raelach Studios in Clare in 2020.

�Man of Songs: Irish traditional singer Paddy Tunney (above) 
(1921-2002) was born in Glasgow, Scotland, but as a baby 
moved back with his family to Donegal and Fermanagh.

His mother, Brigid Tunney (née Gallagher), was a 
traditional singer and taught him many songs. A district 
health officer by profession, Paddy became a prolific singer 
and a voracious song-hunter, learning hundreds of ballads 
and folksongs around Ireland. He recorded a  number of 
albums and toured throughout Ireland and Britain.

He wrote two books about his life with traditional 
songs, The Stone Fiddle and Where Songs do Thunder. 

RESTRINGING
PADDY TUNNEYʼS
STONE FIDDLE
A
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�Wind energy: Brian Finnegan

�Timewaver: the 
tune book from 
Brian Finnegan.
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�Ceoltóirí Chualann: (from left) Michael Tubridy, Éamon de Buitléar, John Kelly Senior, Anthony 
Kelly (child underneath), Sonny Brogan (on the whistle), Paddy Moloney, Martin Faye, Seán Ó Riada 
(standing), Ronnie McShane and Seán Potts at the Mansion House in Dublin in October 1962 
(Photo: Courtesy of Peadar Ó Riada) .
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New Lúnasa album 

Stone works

Eliza…
Raw and
unvarnished
Page 68

Mohsen’s
Orchestral

Manoeuvres
Page 57

Sinéad’s homage to her Ulster roots
�Fiddle: Sinéad McKenna

Track Listing:

1.  McIllhattons Retreat/House    
of Hamill/Music in the Glen 

2. Tommy Peoples' Jigs
3. Fuigfidh Mise an Baile seo 
4. Sean McGuire Style/The        

Kilteery Reel/The Mohill
5. The Braes of Auchetyre/The Fly 

Fishing/Once in a Blue Moose 
6. The Boys Of Carrickroe - The 

Monaghan Jig 
7. The Star of Logy Bay
8. San Sebastian's Spark Box 

Shuffle/The Letterkenny    
Blacksmith

9. The Kilavill Jig/The Duck House
10. The Good Room Set
11. Johnny Harling's/Roscommon 

Reel/The Whistler of Roslea
12. The Bunch of Green Rushes/

Declan Folan's
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MAY 2024

Track Listing

1. Séamus Ennis - As I Walked 
Through Dublin City 

2. Robin Roberts - Dublin City
3. Séamus Ennis - The New 

Demesne
4. Alan Lomax - Old Joe Clark
5. Séamus Ennis - Go Deimhin, a 

Mháire 
6. Séamus Ennis - The Old Man 

Rocking the Cradle
7. Séamus Ennis - The Trip over the 

Mountain
8. Elizabeth Cronin - Uncle Rat
9. Elizabeth Cronin - A Bhean Úd 

Thíos & Conversation with Alan 
Lomax

10. Elizabeth Cronin - Lanigan’s Ball
11. Elizabeth Cronin - Shule Agrah
12. Elizabeth Cronin - Conversation 

with Alan Lomax 
13. Elizabeth Cronin - Lord Gregory
14. Seán Ó Súilleabháin/Seán 

O’Sullivan & Diarmuid Ó Ríordáin/ 
Dermot O’Riordan - Lá Úd na 
Meithile

15. Peigí Ní Scanláin/Peggy Scanlon 
-  A Mharcaigh ón Mhumhain

16. Máire Ní Shúilleabháin/Maire 
O'Sullivan - Cuir a Chodladh an 
Seanduine

17. Gobnait Ní Chróinín/Abby Cronin  
- An Cailín Aerach

18. Diarmuid Ó Ríordáin - Cu-cú-ín
19. Máire Ní Shúilleabháin  - Crónán 

na Bó
20. Máire Ní Cheocháin/Maire 

Keohane - Cois Abhann na Séad
21. Máire Ní Shúilleabháin - Idir 

Chaiseal is Durlas
22. Gobnait Ní Chróinín -  

Réidhchnoc Mná Duibhe
23. Máire Ní Shúilleabháin -  An 

Cailín Aerach
24. Beairtle Ó Conaola/Bartley 

Conneely - Amhrán na mBréag
25. Seán Jeaic Mac Donncha/John 

Jack McDonagh - An Bonnán Buí
26. Beairtle Ó Conaola - An Sceilpín 

Draighneach
27. Seán Jeaic Mac Donncha -  

Amhrán Rinn Mhaoile
28. Beairtle Ó Conaola - Púcán Mhicil 

Pháidín
29. Beairtle Ó Conaola - Sadhbh Ní 

Bhruinnealla
30. Seán Jeaic Mac Donncha - Róisín 

Dubh
31. Beairtle Ó Conaola -  An Táilliúirín 

Magaidh
32. Aggie White - Maudabawn Chapel
33. Aggie White - The Irish 

Washerwoman, Whelan’s
34. Aggie White - Bonnie Kate, 

Jennie’s Chickens
35. Colm Ó Caodháin (Colm an 

Bhlácaigh)/Colm Keane - A Pheigí 

na gCarad
36. Colm Ó Caodháin - Na 

Ceannabháin Bhána
37. Colm Ó Caodháin - An tSean-

bhean & Conversation with 
Séamus Ennis

38. Meaigí Nic Dhonncha (Meaigí 
Sheáinín Choilmín)/Maggie 
McDonagh - Mo Cheallachaín 
Fionn

39. Meaigí Nic Dhonncha - Ní 
Phósfaidh Mo Mháire

40. Meaigí Nic Dhonncha - Cailleach 
an Airgid

41. Meaig í Nic Dhonncha - An 
Rógaire Dubh

42. Meaigí Nic Dhonncha - Páidín Ó 
Raifeartaigh

43. Alan Lomax, Aggie White, 
Ballinakill Céilí Band - Uncle Joe, 
Miss McLeod’s

44. Ballinakill Céilí Band - The 
Twelfth Day

45. Eddie Moloney & Chet Coughlan 
- The Maid among the Roses, 
Shannon Breeze

46. Ballinakill Céilí Band - The Lark in 
the Morning

47. Aggie & Bridie White - The 
Mason’s Apron

48. Ballinakill Céilí Band - The 
Ashplant, The Grouse on the Bog

49. Cití Ní Ghallchóir (Cití Eoin 
Éamoin)/Kitty Gallagher - An 
Mhaighdean Mhara

50. Néillidh Ó Baoill (Néillidh Pháidí 
Néillidh)/Neillidh Boyle - The 
Girls of Keadew

51. Cití Ní Ghallchóir - Is Deas an Fear 
i mBaile Mé

52. Neillidh Boyle - Story with Lilt
53. Cití Ní Ghallchóir - Bríd Bhocht
54. Mickey Doherty - Haste to the 

Wedding; The Match is Made
55. Mickey Doherty - The Moving 

Bogs of Allen
56. Mickey Doherty Conversation 

with Seán Ó hEochaidh, The 
Twisting of the Hayrope, The 
Girl was Smart for the Fiddler 

57. Mickey Doherty - Old Peter Street 
58. Mickey Doherty Conversation 

with Seán Ó hEochaidh,  The 
Fiddler with One Tune; The Fairy 
Reel 

59. Seán ’ac Dhonncha (Johnny Joe 
Pheaitsín)/John McDonagh - Bean 
an Fhir Rua

60. Seán ’ac Dhonncha - Green Brooms
61. Mickey Cronin - Gleann Cam
62. Mickey Cronin - My Name is Pat 

O'Donnell
63. Séamus Ennis - I’ll Mend your Pots 

and Kettles
64. Séamus Ennis - The Herring
65. Séamus Ennis - As I Roved Out
66. Séamus Ennis - The Groves, 

’Dwyer’s 

T

The New Demesne is 
now available to 
download from 
Bandcamp



sound check:
nós nua folk orchestra

MAY 2024

Track Listing
1. Benandonner
2. Finn and Úna
3. Only a Fool
4. The Red Man
5. Causeway
6. Úna’s Game
7. Deception
8. Lough Neagh
9. The Road Home
10. Fingal’s Cave

�Nós Nua: Louth Youth Folk Orchestra  at the premiere performance of Causeway at the Drogheda Arts Festival
under the baton of composer, Mohsen Amini , with Bene Morris at first violin to his right  (Photo: Robin Barnes)

Making common cause

�Composer: Mohsen Amini �Harpist: Deirdre Ní Buachalla



sound check:
anne briggs

MAY 2024

T

Track Listing

1. Blackwater Side
2. The Snow It Melts the Soonest
3. Willie O’ Winsbury
4. Go Your Way
5. Thorneymoor Woods
6. The Cuckoo
7. Reynardine
8. Young Tambling
9. Living by the Water

10. Maa Bonny Lad

Bonus Tracks

1. Sovay
2. The Cruel Mother
3. Bruton Town
4. Three Maidens A-Milking Did Go

Topic releases four newly found recordings 
by Anne Briggs with remastered debut album

�Anne Briggs



sound check:
mcgoldrick et al

MAY 2024

Live up to expectations
�Three live w aires: (from left) John McCusker, Mike McGoldrick and John Doyle.

Track Listing:

1. Muireann's Jig/Farewell To 
Whalley Range/Roddy 
MacDonald's

2. Trip to Pakistan/Edinburgh 
Rock

3. The Apprentice Boy
4. Sailing Through The Narrows/ 

Kev's Trip To Brittany/Pur The 
Orangutang/Billy's Reel 

5. Leaving South Uist/Lochaber 
Badger

6. The False Lady
7. Under One Sky/Tom Rose/

Johnny's Jig/Boys of The 
Puddle

8. Bedlam Boys
9. Five For Buckfast/Wired To 

The Moon/Willie Coleman’s/ 
Rory McCleod's 

10. Cuz Teahan’s/Her Long Black 
Hair 

11. Madame I'm a Darling
12. Leaving Friday Harbour
13. Shetland Molecule/Frank’s 

Reel/Attracta Brady's
14. Kitty Come Down To Limerick/

Hardiman The Fiddler /Helvic 
Head

Pór relations

Capercaillie at 40



sound check:
MAY 2024

Track Listing
1. Mórmháthair
2. Imbolc
3. Samhradh Buí
4. Londubh an Cheoil
5. Beannú
6. Mian mo Chroí (with Rajat 

Prasanna)
7. Seven Daughters of the Sea (with 

Steve Vai)
8. Caoineadh Cine
9. Colm Bán na Síochána
10. Brigid Buach

Pádraigín’s transports of delight

pádraigín ní uallacháin

Shepherds Arise

Dan’s Homage

�Pádraigín Ní Uallacháin



sound check:
séamie o’dowd

MAY 2024

�Séamie O’Dowd

W

Séamie on the 
fiddle

Track Listing
1. Across the Black River
2. The Fork Down the Hill
3. The Cuckoo
4. The Light Footed Skip
5. The Silver Spire Set
6. The White Mountain
7. The Chimneysweep’s Hornpipe
8. To Await Whatever Comes
9. Bonny Kate
10. The Shetland Set
11. Sharon’s Waltz Set
12. Imelda Rowland’s Reel Set
13. The Rolling Hills of Angels

Bring in the Spirit



sound check:
carlos sweeney mccartin

MAY 2024

Morning star

Putting the pedal 
to the metal

Track Listing

1. The Rolling Wave/The Lark on 
the Strand/The Banks of Lough 
Gowna

2. The Windy City/The Cloonagroe/ 
Lad O’Beirne’s

3. The Swaggering Jig/Dever the 
Dancer/Farewell to Whalley 
Range

4. Mayor Harrison’s Fedora/
Coleman’s Cross

5. John Joe’s/The Ladies step up 
to Tea/Byrne’s Mill

6. The Humours of Castlefin/
McDonagh’s #2/Smash the 
Windows

7. Con Curtin’s Big Balloon/The 
Man of the House/The New 
Line to Loughaun

8. The Humours of Bolton 
Street/Whiskey Hollow/
Brendan McMahon’s

9. The Cran Man/The Flying 
Wheelchair 

10. The Tinker’s Stick/Spoil the 
Dance/The Humours of 
Lissadell

11. The Rambles of Mike/Heart-
Shaped Wood/Alistrum’s 
March

12. The Limerick Lasses /
Donnellan’s Smokey Chimney/ 
The Harsh February

F
Well worth the wait!

On the road: (from left) Cein Sweeney, John McCartin and Dylan Carlos.



sound check:
notify

MAY 2024

Track Listing
1. Other Side of the Glass
2. The Strangest Thing
3. Tá mé i mo shuí/Murray's Potion
4. Arty’s Words
5. A Chomaraigh Aoibhinn Ó
6. Idir
7. La Grene
8. An raibh tú ar an gCarraig

Night 
visiting 
songs
from 
Notify

�NotifyT

On the road with 
Seán Lynch



sound check:
tom ennis

MAY 2024

T

Track Listing

CD 1
1. Irish Jigs Medley
2. Irish Melodies Medley
3. Irish Hornpipes Medley No. 

3
4. Irish Reels Medley No. 6
5. Walsh’s Favourite/Butcher’s 

March
6. Eileen Curran/Five Mile 

Chase
7. Dear Irish Boy
8. The Coulin
9. Irish Polka
10. Medley of Irish Reels
11. Paddy in London jigs
12. Merry Harriers - reels
13. Kildare Fancy
14. Frieze Breeches
15. Irish Jigs Medley: 

McIntyre’s Jig/Carney’s 
Fancy/Donnybrook

16. Irish Reels Medley: 
McLeod’s Reel/Larry Reilly

17. Little Judy Medley of Irish 
Reels

18. Cook in the Kitchen Irish 
Jigs

19. Trim the Velvet Reels
20. Humors of Bandon - Irish 

Long Dance
21. The Rakes of Clonmel - Jig 

Medley

CD 2
1. Wexford Reel - Irish Reel
2. Miss Casey - Irish Jig
3. Trip to the Cottage - Irish Jig
4. Dublin Reel - Irish Reel
5. Tobin’s Jig
6. Delaney’s Reel
7. Cook in the Kitchen
8. Kid on the Mountain
9. Londonderry Hornpipe
10. Irish Jig Medley
11. The Blackbird
12. Medley of Irish Jigs
13. Irish Reels Medley
14. Cork/First of May
15. Connaughtman’s Rambles 

- Intro: The Frost is All Over
16. McLeod’s Reel Medley - 

Intro: Rakish Paddy
17. Cherish the Ladies Jig
18. Trim the Velvet/Maid 

Behind the Bar
19. Mamma’s Pet/My Love is 

on the Ocean - Irish Reel 
Medley

20. Cook in the Kitchen - Irish 
Jig

21. Ragan’s Jig/Nora Green
22. Roy’s Life - Fling
23. Trim the Velvet
24. Rickett’s Hornpipe/Dr. 

Carroll’s Hornpipe

The other Ennis
�Two pipers: Tom Ennis (right) and his father, John.

€15 from https://shop.pipers.ie/collections/print



sound check:
vallely & doocey

MAY 2024

Track Listing

1. Billy Rushe’s/Jim Collin’s 
Rambles/The Pride of 
Rockchapel

2. Mickey Callaghan’s Fancy 
/The Glentown Reel/The 
Fairhaired Boy/O’Reilly’s 
Greyhound

3. West Clare Railway/The Jug 
of Punch

4. The Cider Shack/Bolt the 
Door/I’d Rather Be Married 
than Left

5. Tha’m Buntàta Mor/The 
Bullet Thrower/Red Ned’s

6. The Worcester Reel/St. 
Ruth’s Bush/Gay Cassidy’s

7. Elk River Blues/Ryan’s
8. Heights of Dart/Paddy Joe’s
9. James Byrne’s/Humours of 

Whiskey/Up and Down 
Again

10. Lark’s March
11. Peacock’s Feather
12. Scotch Mary

�Duo: Cillian Vallely (left) and David Doocey

Airs of reed and string

North Circular is a multiple 
award-winning documentary 
musical that travels the length 
of Dublin's North Circular Road, 
from the Phoenix Park in the 
west to Dublin Port in the east. 

On the way it encounters 
some interesting characters 
including  a number of 
contemporary  singers like Lisa 
O'Neill, John Francis Flynn, Ian 
Lynch, Willa White, Eoghan Ó 

Ceannabháin , Seán Ó Tuama 
and Gemma Dunleavy.

This limited edition DVD 
includes a beautifully designed 
24-page booklet with photo-
graphy and song lyrics in a 
hand-numbered limited edition 
of 1000, 48 mins of special 
extras and a director/editor 
commentary track with bundled 
4K digital stream or download of 
the film.

€20 from https://northcircular.bigcartel.com/



sound check:
the mcgoldricks

MAY 2024

A

Track Listing

1. The Green Fields of Woodford/ 
Up Leitrim/Anderson’s Reel 

2. A Few Bob/Martin Rochford’s/ 
The Leading Role 

3. The Stornoway Waltz/Sunday’s 
Well

4. Fraher’s/Patsy Geary’s
5. Bridget O'Malley
6. A Tune Back for Andrea Beaton/ 

The Belfast Traveller
7. Jimmy’s Jig/The Nightingale
8. The Bass Rock/The Mystery Reel
9.     Down the Broom/Touch Me If You 

Dare/Willie Bucach Macleod of 
Stornoway 

10. The Lakes of Pontchartrain
11. The Woods of Focluth/O’Malley’s 

Reel/Sailor on the Rock
12. The Battering Ram

McGoldricks serve One for the Road
New album draws from Irish and Scots traditions

The McGoldrick Family: (from left) Catherine, Mairéad, Michael and Ciara.

Rare fiddle and 
banjo treats

Putting the pedal 
to the metal



sound check:

MAY 2024



grace notes:
title

MAY 2024

sound check:
anúna/eliza

MAY 2024

Eliza…raw and 
unvarnished

Anúna…ethereal 
and polished

�Eliza Carthy�Michael McGlynn of Anúna (Photo: Nejc Rudel)

D

Track Listing:

1. I Wish, I Wish
2. Here’s a Sad Goodbye
3. New York Trader
4. The Trees They Do Grow High
5. Pulling Hard Against the Stream
6. May Morning
7. The Great Valerio
8. The Grey Cock

Track Listing:

1.  Earendel
2. Rosc
3. Ever Come to an End
4. Song of the Selkie
5. Sofðu, unga ástin mín
6. Shadow of the Lowlands
7. Our Eternal Land
8. Prophetarum Presignata
9. We Are the Chosen Ones
10. Heyr, himna smiður
11. Suantraí



sound check:
landless

MAY 2024

grace notes:
title

MAY 2024

L

Track Listing

1. The Newry Highwayman
2. Blackwaterside
3. Lúireach Bhríde
4. The Fisherman’s Wife
5. The Grey Selkie of Sule Skerry
6. Death and the Lady
7. The Hag
8. My Lagan Love
9. The Wounded Hussar
10. Ej Husári

Landless: (from left) Ruth Clinton, Lily Power, Méabh Meir and Sinéad Lynch (Photo: Fonn)

Lúireach is latest from Landless



grace notes:
title

MAY 2024

grace notes:
title
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grace notes:
title

MAY 2024

concert pitch

MAY 2024

�Lau: (from left) Martin Green, Aidan O’Rourke and Kris Drever

Lau: back 
to basics 
on Irish
tour

TOUR DATES
First Presbyterian Church, 

Belfast
Friday May 3 - 8pm

Methodist Church
Carlisle Road, Derry

Saturday May 4 - 8pm

The Sugar Club, Dublin
Sunday May 5 - 8pm 

O

Celebrating
Róise na
nAmhrán

Page 83

Tradition 
Now             
at NCH

Page 70



grace notes:
title

MAY 2024

concert pitch:
tradition now

MAY 2024

€
€

€

T John Francis Flynn 
Dublin-based folk singer and multi-instrumentalist 
John Francis Flynn’s most recent album, Look Over The 
Wall, See The Sky, was one of the nominees for Album 
of the Year at the recent RTÉ Folk Awards. This followed 
his critically acclaimed debut album, I Would Not Live 
Always, which was named as folk album of the year by 
both The Guardian newspaper and Mojo magazine.

That album led to him 
being named Best Singer 
and Best  Emerging Artist 
at the RTÉ Folk Awards       
in 2021. Flynn is also a 
member of the celebrated
traditional band, Skipper’s 
Alley.   

Cahalen Morrison
In the past decade touring 
solo, as a duo with Eli West, 
or with his band Western 
Centuries, Cahalen       
Morrison from New Mexico 
has played shows and  
festivals all over the world 
and performed on stage 
with Kris Drever, Tim 
O’Brien, Kelly Joe Phelps, 
Hot Rize and Crooked Still. 
He is equally at home on 
guitar, banjo, mandolin, 
singing three-part harmony 
or unaccompanied.  

�John Francis Flynn

�Cahalen Morrison



concert pitch:
tradition now

MAY 2024

grace notes:
title

MAY 2024

N

€ €

�Caitlín Níc Gabhann 

NPU hosts 
music and 
songs

Edwina Guckian
Edwina Guckian is an award-winning sean-nós dancer – 
who has performed with Altan, De Danann, Dervish and 
more. Her new book, Sparks from Flagstones, celebrates the 
folk traditions and calendar customs of rural County Leitrim 
where she grew up.

Ruth Clinton 
Visual artist and musician, Ruth Clinton, is a member of    
traditional singing group, Landless, co-founder of the Sacred 
Harp Singers in Dublin and also works in collaboration with 
artist Niamh Moriarty.

For Tradition Now, Ruth and Cormac Mac Diarmada
(Lankum, Poor Creature), Sinead Lynch (Landless) and
Consuelo Breschi (Varo, Landless) will present songs from
her new song anthology, This Fearless Maid II.

Following on from the first volume, published in 2016 
by the Howth Singing Circle (where Ruth was Singer-in-          
Residence for a year), this new collection presents songs in 
a traditional or folk idiom, which challenge patriarchal 
power and feature women in active roles.  

Bláth na hÓige 
Bláth na hÓige is an exciting song collaboration featuring
some of Ireland’s best young singers. Under the musical     
direction of Síle Denvir and Colm Mac an Iomaire, the Bláth
na hÓige ensemble showcases the multi-faceted talents of
Caoimhe and Séamus Uí Flatharta, Méabh Ní Bheaglaoich,
Cathal Ó Curráin, Megan Nic Ruairí, Máire and Étáin Ní
Churraoin and All-Ireland singing champion, Piaras Ó
Lorcáin. They were nominated for Best Folk Album and Best
Folk Group at the 2024 RTÉ Folk Awards.  

Niamh Bury
Dublin musician, Niamh Bury, has served an extensive 
‘apprenticeship’ as one of the organisers of The Night 
Before Larry Got Stretched monthly singing session in The 
Cobblestone. For Tradition Now, she will be performing 
songs from her recently released debut album, Yellow 
Roses.

Jim Ghedi
Jim Ghedi hails from Sheffield and although clearly well
versed in the history of folk music, he stands out as a
potential torch bearer for a new generation of respectful
yet experimental performers.

Helen Diamond
Helen Diamond is a singer and fiddle player from Dublin.
Helen is a member of  a renowned family of musicians
hailing originally from Ulster. Consequently her playing
is influenced most strongly by the music of South-West 
Donegal, but also takes inspiration from old-time American 
music. 

Thomas McCarthy 
Thomas McCarthy’s concert, Passing on the Songs, sees the 
renowned traveller singer explores the tradition of passing 
music and song onto the next generations. Thomas’ 
performance will draw on a lifetime in song as well as         
his recent fieldwork project in conjunction with the Irish      
Traditional Music Archive (main picture opposite).

�Edwina Guckian

�Séamus & Caoimhe Uí Flatharta

�Niamh Bury

�Jim Ghedi

�Helen Diamond



concert pitch:
flook

MAY 2024

grace notes:
title

MAY 2024

T

The Concept

Susan Motherway, lecturer in 
Music at MTU Kerry, spoke with 
Flook alongside special guest 
Patsy Reid about what audiences 
can expect to hear during their 
upcoming Music Network Tour.

Flook look forward to       
11-date Irish tour
�Flook



grace notes:
title

MAY 2024

concert pitch:
flook

MAY 2024

�Patsy Reid

Flook + Patsy Reid 
Music Network 

Tour Dates
Pavilion Theatre, Dún Laoire

Wednesday 8 May - 8pm

Triskel Arts Centre, Cork
Thursday 9 May - 8pm

Baltimore Fiddle Fair, Cork
Friday 10 May - 8.30pm

The Malt House, Stradbally
Saturday 11 May - 7pm

Station House Theatre, Clifden
Sunday 12 May - 8pm

The Sugar Club, Dublin
Tuesday 14 May - 7.30pm

National Opera House, 
Wexford

Wednesday 15 May - 8pm

Droichead Arts Centre
Thursday 16 May - 8pm

Regional Cultural Centre, 
Letterkenny

Friday 17 May - 8pm

 The Dock, Carrick-on-Shannon 
Saturday 18 May - 8pm

Hawks Well Theatre, Sligo
Sunday 19 May - 8.00pm 

The Musicians

The Rehersal



concert pitch:
flook

MAY 2024MAY 2024

The Music

The Tour

�Flook on stage

This article by Susan 
Motherway is 
reprinted courtesy 
of Music Network.



grace notes:
title

MAY 2024

concert pitch:
anam

MAY 2024

A
Sweet soul music from Other Voices

�Kate Ellis (left) and Martin 
Hayes

�Muireann Bradley



concert pitch:
belfast tradfest

MAY 2024

Sparkling line-up 
for Belfast Tradfest
T

�Lúnasa

�Cherish the Ladies

�The Bow Brothers              �Pólca 4 �Lumiere: Pauline Scanlon and Éilis Kennedy



concert pitch:
belfast tradfest

MAY 2024



concert pitch:
dungarvan tunefest

MAY 2024

grace notes:
title

MAY 2024

Danú heading 
home to Tunefest

Coming home to Dungarvan: Dánu



grace notes:
title

MAY 2024

concert pitch:
fiddlers green

MAY 2024

Rostrevor gears up 
for Fiddlers Green

�Paul Brady

T

A
Afro Celts set to return

�Eleanor Shanley and Garadice

�Ríoghnach Connolly

�The Afro Celt Sound System



concert pitch:
féile nua

MAY 2024

grace notes:
title

MAY 2024

C

Fleadh Nua 
celebrates 
50 years

�Stockton’s Wing



grace notes:
title

MAY 2024

concert pitch:
féile moth/ferryside

MAY 2024

�Rónan Browne
�Padraic Keane

�Spider Stacy (Photo: BBC)

Pipers to gather in 
South West Wales

F

Red Roses
for Hackney



grace notes:
galway folk festival

MAY 2024

�Ímar heading to Galway: 
(from left) Adam Brown, Tomas 
Callister, Ryan Murphy, Mohsin 

Amini and Adam Rhodes.

�Beth Orton

As I rode out through Galway town
To seek for recreation…
T



concert pitch:
féile róise rua

MAY 2024

T

Róise na nAmhrán

Celebrating Róise 
na nAmhrán

�Nell Ní Chróinín

�Griogair Labhruidh

�Ruth Clinton



concert pitch:
fleadh cheoil

MAY 2024

A Fleadh for All: (from left) Phil Murphy, Anne Mercipill, George O’Connor, Betty Connors, John Roche, 
Grace Murphy, Scott O’Reilly and Cora O’Donovan pictured at the official launch of the Fleadh Cheoil na 

hÉireann on Wexford Quay (Photo: Andres Poveda).

Wexford promises a Fleadh for All!

The National Opera House

Wexford’s William Rowsome 
(1868-1928) was a pivotal 
figure in the history of Irish 
traditional music – not only      
as a performer but also as a 
skilled maker of uilleann 
pipes – a remarkable craft
that has been passed on to 
succeeding generations of the 
Rowsome family long after 
William moved to Dublin.



concert pitch:
o’carolan harp festival

MAY 2024

T

Joanie’s Ladies on way to 
Keadue harp festival 

�Cherish the Ladies: (from left) Nollaig Casey, Kathleen Boyle, Joanie Madden, Mirella Murray and 
Mary Coogan

�The Ox Mountain Trio: (from left) Siobhán O’Donnell,
Stephen Doherty and David Doocey.

�Nora Butler

Concert in 
tribute to 
late Nora 
Butler

A

€



concert pitch:
féile binn éadair

MAY 2024

F

�Gatehouse

�Enda McCabe

Howth prepares to host Féile Binn 
Éadair in May



concert pitch:
lambe & cooney/damo

MAY 2024

�Steve Cooney

S

�Lisa Lambe

Lambe and Cooney for 
late night in Drogheda

D

Damo pens new songs 
for Dockers drama

�Damien Dempsey: writing songs for Gary Brown’s Dockers show.



grace notes:
title

MAY 2024

concert pitch:
luke kelly festival

APRIL 2024

F

Remembering Luke in song, 
music and more!

Mary Black

Daoirí Farrell

Paula McCann with uncle Luke

Andy Irvine

Peggy Seeger

Lisa O’Neill



big gig list

MAY 2024MAY 2024

�The Breath: Ríoghnach Connolly and Stuart McCallum

Tara
Howley
Bantry

Eleanor McEvoy
Multiple Venues
Multiple Dates



grace notes:
title

MAY 2024

the big gig list
APRIL 2024

�Muireann Bradley

�Tara Howley



the big gig list
MAY 2024MAY 2024

�Lau

ˇ�Mec Lir from the Isle of Man



the big gig list
MAY 2024

�Niamh Parsons and Graham Dunne

�Katharine Priddy



the big gig list
MAY 2024

�Talisk

�Téada (Photo: Damien Stenson)

the big gig list



coda:
come list while I sing

MAY 2024

grace notes:
title

MAY 2024

Bandon Singers Club,  Ray 
O'Mahony's Bar, Bandon. Second 
Sunday of month.

Belfast Singing Circle, Garrick 
Bar, Chichester Street, Belfast.  
First Wednesday of month.

Blackbird Singing Session,
Second Tuesday of month on Zoom.

Bray Singers’ Circle, Tennis Club, 
Vevay Road, Bray. Third Sunday of 
month.

Chapel Gates Singers Club,
Tubridy’s, Cooraclare, Co. Clare. 
Last Friday of month.

Ciorcal na nAmhráin, Shamrock 
Bar, Falcarragh, Co. Donegal. Third 
Wednesday of month.

Clé Club, Liberty Hall, Dublin 1, 
Third Wednesday of month in 
person. First Monday of month on 
Zoom. www.cleclub.org

Clew Bay Folk Club, Matt Molloy’s 
Pub, Bridge St. Westport, Second 
Sunday of the month.

Cork Singers Club, An Spailpín 
Fánach, Main St, Cork, Weekly on 
Sunday.

Croonerista Social Club, CIE 
Sports & Social Club, Inchicore Sq. 
North, Inchicore, Second Friday of 
month.

Crown & Shamrock, Crown & 
Shamrock Inn, Antrim Rd, Belfast. 
Second Monday of month

Cullinan’s Bar Session, Cullinan’s 
Bar, Church St, Ennistymon. Third 
Tuesday of month

Dan & Molly’s Singing Circle,
Dan & Molloy’s Bar, Ballyboy, 
Kilcormac, Co. Offaly. Third 
Wednesday of month.

Donnelly’s Session, Donnelly’s of 
Barna, Co. Galway. First 
Wednesday of month.

Down Singers’ Circle, Imperial 
Bar, Bangor, Co. Down. Third 
Saturday of month.

Drinagh Singers Club, Connolly’s 
Gaelic Bar, Drinagh. First Sunday 
of month.

Drogheda Singers, Fairgreen Bar, 
Drogheda. Hybrid live and Zoom.  
Weekly on Wednesday

Dundalk Singing Circle, The Wee 
House, Anne St, Dundalk. Weekly 
on Tuesday.

Dunmanway Singing Session,
The Greyhound Bar, Dunmanway. 
Last Saturday.

Eblana Sessions, Eblana Club, 
Eblana Ave, Dún Laoire. Third 
Saturday of month

Ennis Singers Club, Café on the 
Green, Lifford, Ennis. Second Friday 
of month.

Feakle Singing Session, Short’s 
Bar, Feakle. Second Saturday of 
month.

Góilín Traditional Singers,
Teachers’ Club, Parnell Sq, Dublin. 
Weekly on Friday. www.goilin.com/

Howth Singing Circle, Sea 
Angling Club, West Pier, Howth, 
Co. Dublin. First Thursday of month.
www.howthsingingcircle.com/

Hughes’ Bar Session, Hughes’ Bar, 
Ballinamore Bridge, Co. Galway. 
Third Friday of month.

Inishowen Traditional Singers’ 
Circle, alternating between North 
Pole, Drumfries, Inishowen and 
McFeeley’s Bar, Clonmany, 
Inishowen. Second Friday of month.
www.inishowensinging.ie/

Jim O’ The Mills, Upperchurch, 
Co. Tipperary. Every Thursday.

Killala Bay Folk Club, Lynn’s of 
Killala, Co. Mayo. First Friday of 
month.

Kilmaley Singing Session,
Bogdale House, Kilmaley, Co. Clare. 
Third Saturday of month.

Kinvara Singing Circle, Green’s 
Bar, Kinvara, Co. Galway. First 
Monday of month.

Limerick Singing Session, The 
White Horse Tavern, Limerick.
Third Monday of month and on 
Zoom on second and fourth 
Monday of month.

Lord Edward Session, The Lord 
Edward Bar, Christchurch Pl, 
Dublin. Second Tuesday of month.

Malahide Singing Circle, St. 
Sylvester’s GAA Club, Malahide, 
Co. Dublin. Last Thursday of month.

Mullagh Singing Session,
Moroney’s Bar, Mullagh, Co. Clare. 
Third Friday of month.

Mullingar Singing Circle, Mont-
gomery’s Whiskey Bar, Mullingar. 
First Sunday of month.

Navan Singing Circle, The Lantern, 
Watergate St, Navan. Second 
Tuesday of month.

Night Before Larry Got 
Stretched, The Cobblestone, King 
St North, Dublin 7. First Sunday of 
month except January, July and 
August.

Nightingale Singing Session,
American Bar, Dock Street, Belfast. 
Third Tuesday of month.

North Wexford Traditional 
Singing Session, French’s, Main 
St, Gorey. Last Tuesday of month. 

Rainbow Singing Session, 
McHugh’s Bar, Glenfarne, Co. 
Leitrim. 5pm-8pm. Fourth Sunday 
of month.

Robbie’s First Friday, Cnoc na 
Gaoithe CCE Cultural Centre, Tulla, 
Co. Clare. First Friday of month.

Séamus Ennis Arts Centre, The 
Naul, Co. Dublin. Hybrid live and 
Zoom. Second Thursday of month.

Shanaglish Singing Session,
Whelan’s, Shanaglish, Gort, Co. 
Galway. Last Friday of month.

Singing in the Crane, Crane Bar, 
Sea Rd, Galway. www.facebook.
com/david.larkin.3975

Skerries Folk Club, Upstairs in 
Joe May’s Pub, Harbour Road, 
Skerries. Last Sunday of month

Sliabh Liag Singing Circle,
Evelyn’s Central Bar, Carrick, Co. 
Donegal. Usually once a month. 
For precise date check www.
facebook.com/profile.php?
id=100069613394114

Sligo Traditional Singers’ Circle, 
Durkin’s Bar, Ballinacarrow, Co. 
Sligo. Second Wednesday of month

Song Central, Chaplin’s Bar, 
Hawkins Street, Dublin 2. Second
Sunday of month.

South Roscommon Singers 
Circle, Murray’s Bar, Knockcroghery, 
Co. Roscommon. First Thursday of 
month

Sunflower Folk Club, Sunflower 
Bar, Union Street, Belfast. Weekly 
on Thursdays. www.facebook.com/
sunflowerfolk

Tarred & Feathered Folk Session,
Clontarf Golf Club, Donnycarney 
Rd, Dublin First Monday on the 
month.

The Thatch, Crinkill, Birr, Co. Offaly. 
First Monday of month. www.
facebook.com/TheThatchCrinkill

Tower Singing Circle, Shoreline 
Hotel, Donabate, Co. Dublin Second 
Monday of month.

Tuam Singers Club, Reapy’s Bar, 
Tullinadaly Rd, Tuam. Third Monday 
of month.

West Limerick Singing Club,
Ramble Inn, Main St, Abbeyfeale, 
Co. Limerick. First Friday of month.
www.facebook.com/mary.
oconnor.33483

Wexford Traditional Singers’ 
Circle, Mary’s Bar, John’s Gate St, 
Wexford. Third Friday of month.

The directory lists regular weekly and monthly singing sessions with the day they usually meet. But, to be sure that a session is actually 
taking place, you are advised to check by clicking the link to the organiser’s website, phone or social media account. If you have a 
session for inclusion in the directory, send details to info@fonn.online.
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WEEK 1
Monday: Clé Abhaile (Z) ; Kinvara 
Singing Circle; Tarred & 
Feathered Folk Session; The 
Thatch.
Tuesday: Dundalk Singing Circle
Wednesday: Belfast Singing 
Circle; Donnelly’s Session; 
Drogheda Singers
Thursday: Howth Singing 
Circle; Jim O’ The Mills; South 
Roscommon Singers Circle; 
Sunflower Folk Club.
Friday: An Góilín; Robbie’s 
First Friday, Tulla; Skibbereen 
Singers Club†; West Limerick 
Singing Club.
Sunday: Cork Singers Club;  
Drinagh Singers Club; Mullingar 
Singing Circle; The Night 
Before Larry Got Stretched.

WEEK 2
Monday: Crown and Shamrock; 
Limerick Singing Session(Z) ; 
Tower Singing Circle.

Tuesday: Dundalk Singing 
Circle; Lord Edward Session; 
Navan Singing Circle
Wednesday: Drogheda 
Singers; Sligo Singers’ Circle
Thursday: Jim O’ The Mills; 
Séamus Ennis Arts Centre; 
Sunflower Folk Club.
Friday: Croonerista Social Club; 
Ennis Singers Club; An Góilín; 
Inishowen Singers’ Circle
Saturday: Feakle Session 
Sunday: Bandon Singers Club; 
Clew Bay Folk Club; Cork 
Singers Club; Song Central

WEEK 3
Monday: Limerick Singing 
Session; Tuam Singers Club.
Tuesday: Cullinan’s Bar; Dun-
dalk Singing Circle; Nightingale 
Session.
Wednesday: Ciorcal na 
nAmhráin; Clé Club; Dan & 
Molly’s Singing Circle; Drogheda 
Singers

Thursday: Jim O’ The Mills; 
Sunflower Folk Club.
Friday: An Góilín; Hughes’ Bar 
Session; Mullagh Singing 
Session; Wexford Singers.
Saturday: Down Singers Circle; 
Eblana Session; Kilmaley 
Singing Session.
Sunday: Bray Singing Circle;
Cork Singers Club

WEEK 4*
Monday: Limerick Singing 
Session (Z)

Tuesday: Dundalk Singing Circle
Wednesday: Drogheda Singers
Thursday: Jim O’ The Mills; 
Sunflower Folk Club.
Friday: An Góilín
Sunday: Cork Singers Club; 
Rainbow Singing Session, 
Glenfarne.

LAST WEEK*
Monday: Limerick Singing 
Session (Z)

Tuesday: Dundalk Singing 
Circle; North Wexford Singing 
Session.
Wednesday: Drogheda Singers
Thursday: Jim O’ The Mills; 
Malahide Singing Circle; 
Sunflower Folk Club.
Friday: Chapel Gates Singers; 
An Góilín; Shanaglish Singing 
Circle; Skibbereen Singers 
Club†;
Saturday: Dunmanway Session 
Sunday: Cork Singers Club; 
Skerries Folk Club.

*   Usually the fourth time a day falls 
in the month will be the last week. 
But, of course, there will always be 
a few days each month that occur 
for a fifth time. Some sessions, like 
the Rainbow, are held in the fourth 
week, even when there may be a 
fifth Sunday in the month. Others, 
like Gorey and Malahide, are held on 
the last Tuesday or Thursday (respect-
ively) regardless of whether it may 
be the fourth or fifth time the day 
has occurred in a particular month.

† The Skibbereen Singers Club usually meets on first Fridays but occasionally it meets on the last Friday of the preceding month. 
The Singing in the Crane Session in Galway meets frequently but not on a specific day each month as does the Sliabh Liag Singing 
Circle in Co. Donegal.

Most – though not all – of the regular singing sessions around Ireland take place on a particular day of a specific week of the 
month. So this planner provides an indication of where a session may be taking place on any day of the month. But of course 
you should always check with the session organisers (see opposite for contact information) before heading out for the afternoon or 
evening – especially since some take a break during the summer for up to three months. All sessions listed below are in 
person unless followed by (Z).

Advance Notice:

North Wexford Traditional Singing Féile
8ú-10ú Samhain 2024 November 8-10

Loch Garman Arms, Guaire/Gorey, Loch Garman/Co.Wexford

Singers and Listeners Welcome

For more information contact: www.northwexfordtraditionalsingingcircle.ie
email: nwtscgorey@gmail.com
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