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is the Irish
for an air or a tune.

But it can also mean
desire or enthusiasm.

This magazine is 
enthusiastic about airs 
and tunes – traditional 

music and song.
Our approach to 

traditional music and 
song is respectful.

We respect those who 
work to preserve the 
tradition. Equally we 
respect those who 

explore the boundaries 
of the tradition by 
collaborating with 
musicians in other 
genres and styles.

We believe in parity
of esteem for both

of these movements 
within traditional and 
folk music. They are 

complementary – not 
incompatible.

Editor:
Séamas Sheils

Contact : 
info@fonn.online

00-353-87-9626213
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The Poet...
Lisa O’Neill appointed as 
Séamus Heaney fellow
S

For she’s a jolly good fellow: Lisa O’Neill

T €

€

€

€

Artistic agility: Muireann Nic Ambhlaoibh.

Arts Council 
announces more 
supports for artists

A

...and the Piper
Artwork commissioned to 
honour Liam O’Flynn in Kill

Lorna McLaughlinNollaig Casey
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Conor has the blas
T

Conor Caldwell

N

Niamh Dunne

Deirdre’s labour of love wins more acclaim
S

Niamh in residence

Deirdre Ní Chongaile

The Arts Council
Traditional Arts Bursary Award

€

Zoë looks forward to 
RTÉ CO collaboration 

Cartlann na nDaoine:
Wexford song project 

Zoë Conway Rachel Uí Fhaoláin

Na Píobairí Uilleann seeks 
Administrative Assistant

T

http://www.blas.ie
https://pipers.ie/job-opportunity-with-na-piobairi-uilleann/
https://pipers.ie/job-opportunity-with-na-piobairi-uilleann/
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Master
Gardiner

F

Bob Gallagher Grace Toland

Bobby Gardiner celebrates being awarded an Honorary Masters Degree from UCC.

Inishowen singers start new film project

T

O

The Music Generation Cross Border Youth Folk Orchestra (Photo: Lorcan Doherty)

Cross-Border Youth Orchestra 
makes impressive début

Lankum, John Francis Flynn 
nominated for Choice prizes

L

John Francis Flynn
(Photo: Elius Grace)

FifeSing set
for May

T

Arts Council 
traditional 
arts survey
T

http://www.artscouncil.ie/News/Traditional-arts/Traditional-Arts-Sector-Survey/
http://www.artscouncil.ie/News/Traditional-arts/Traditional-Arts-Sector-Survey/
http://www.artscouncil.ie/News/Traditional-arts/Traditional-Arts-Sector-Survey/
http://www.artscouncil.ie/News/Traditional-arts/Traditional-Arts-Sector-Survey/
mailto:alan.farrell@artscouncil.ie
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€

€

Údarás le sparánacht a bhronnadh 
chun caoga bliain de Clannad a 
chomóradh

Clannad

T
Aileen’s Bunclody song project

Back to 
college for 
Doctor 
Frankie
O

The doctor takes a bow: 
Frankie Gavin at the University 

of Galway conferring ceremony.

After re-uniting to film a 
documentary last 

autumn, the living former 
members of the Bothy Band 
enjoyed the experience so 
much that they decided to 
return to the stage for a 
limited number of concerts 
in 2024 – almost fifty years 
after they first played 
together

Together again: the 
Bothy Band (from 
left) Matt Molloy, 
Dónal Lunny, Tríona 
Ní Dhomhnaill, Paddy 
Keenan, Paddy 
Glackin, Kevin Burke 
and Seán Óg Graham 
(replacing the late 
Mícheál Ó Domhnaill).

The Bothy Band returns –
after almost fifty years!

A Feast of
Festivals
Page 16

Gigs for Gaza
Page 14
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THE BOTHY BAND REUNION GIGS
Royal Concert Hall, Glasgow,

January 22

Waterfront Hall, Belfast,
February 25

National Concert  Hall, Dublin,
April 9 & 10, August 21 & 22

Festival Interceltique, Lorient
August 16

THE BOTHY GRADAMS
• Tommy Peoples (Ceoltóir 1998 

and Cumadóir 2013)

• Matt Molloy (Ceoltóir 1999)

• Paddy Keenan (Ceoltóir 2002)

• Kevin Burke (Ceoltóir 2016)

• Paddy Glackin  (Ceoltóir 2022)

• Dónal Lunny (Saol 2017)

• Trona Ní Dhomhnaill  (Cumadóir 
agus Comharcheoil, 2019 and 
Grúpa Ceoil 2022 as a member of 
Skara Brae)

• Mícheál Ó Domhnaill  (Grúpa 
Ceoil 2022 posthumously as a 
member of Skara Brae)

• Tony MacMahon (Saol 2004)Tommy Peoples
The Bothy Band 
(c.1976): (from left) 
Kevin Burke, Matt 
Molloy, Paddy Keenan, 
Tríona Ní Dhomhnaill, 
Mícheál Ó Domhnaill 
and Dónal Lunny.
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One gig at a time
Lankum cut French tour
L

The  gig for Gaza in the 3Arena, Dublin.

Trad and folk community support 
fundraisers for Gaza
T

€
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Bothy Band in Glasgow

Here Comes the Sun

Letterkenny

      From Donegal to 
Rajasthan: Citadels 
of the Sun

      Duo: (left) Rónan 
Ó Snodaigh and 
Myles O’Reilly.
Trio: (right) Talisk.

F

A feast of 
festivals:
Dublin, Derry
Letterkenny
and Glasgow

     On the double: 
Galician piper, Carlos 
Nuñez, is set to play 
in both Glasgow and 
Dublin (Photo: 
Javier Salas).

      Allison Russell: 
Heading to Celtic 
Connections and 
Dublin Tradfest.

      Angélique Kidjo: 
Grammy winner.

http://www.celticconnections.com
http://www.celticconnections.com
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 January 24
1.00 pm Button Factory
Emma Corbett
7.00 pm Castle Hall at Dublin Castle
Paddy Keenan & Guests
7:00 pm Draíocht
Padraig Rynne, Tara Breen & Jim Murray
7.30 pm National Musuem, Collins Barracks
Women of Note
8.00 pm Donabate Parish Hall 
Remembering Ronnie with Phelim Drew
8:30 pm Dublin Castle
WeAreGriot Presents Sthory

 January 25
1.00 pm National Musuem, Collins Barracks
Angelina Carberry
7.00 pm Castle Hall at Dublin Castle
Steo Wall, Niamh Dunne & Sharyn Ward
7:30 pm National Stadium
Ralph McTell, Lúnasa, Declan O’Rourke, 
Tom Paxton & Camille O’Sullivan
7:30 pm St. Patrick’s Cathedral
Julie Fowlis
7:30 pm Pepper Canister Church 
Maurice Lennon Trio
8:30 pm Button Factory
Trad is Amach – Dublin Pride Trad Céilí
8:30 pm The Grand Social
The Raines
8:30 pm Séamus Ennis Arts Centre
Janis Ian – In Conversation

 January 26
1.00 pm Malahide Castle
Niwel Tsumbu
1.00 pm Swords Castle
Indeceltic
1.00 pm National Musuem, Collins Barracks
Tara Howley
5.00 pm Malahide Castle
Michelle Mulcahy
5.00 pm Swords Castle
Liam Ó Maonlaí
7:00 pm Castle Hall at Dublin Castle
Alannah Thornburgh
7.30 pm Pepper Canister Church
Altan
7.30 pm National Stadium
Féile Kíla le Práis with Yankaro

7:30 pm St. Patrick’s Cathedral
Allison Russell
8.00 pm The Grand Hotel Malahide
Stockton’s Wing
8.30 pm Button Factory
Strange Boy
8.30 pm Séamus Ennis Arts Centre
Ralph McTell – In Conversation
8.30 pm The Grand Social
Ispíní na hÉireann

January 27
1.00 pm National Musuem, Collins Barracks
Oisín Morrison
1.00 pm Malahide Castle
Sive
1.00 pm Swords Castle
Nuala Kennedy, Tara Breen & Tony Byrne
1.00 pm Millbank Theatre
Bríd Harper
4.00 pm Pepper Canister Church
Cuas/Padraig Jack
5.00 pm Swords Castle
Zoë Conway & John McIntyre
5.00 pm Malahide Castle
Laoise Kelly
5.00 pm Millbank Theatre
The Remedy Club
7:00 pm Castle Hall: Dublin Castle

David Howley
7.30 pm Pepper Canister Church
Máirtín O’Connor Trio
7:30 pm St. Patrick’s Cathedral
Carlos Nuñez
7.30 pm National Stadium
Transatlantic Women: Mairéad Ní 
Mhaonaigh, Alison Brown, Aoife 
O’Donovan & Eileen Ivers

8:30 pm The Grand Social
The Deadlians
8:30 pm  Séamus Ennis Arts Centre
Timothy O’Grady: I Could Read the Sky 
(with music by Louise Mulcahy, Michelle 
Mulcahy & Cathy Jordan)

 January 28
1.00 pm Malahide Castle
Farah Elle
1.00 pm Swords Castle
Síle Denvir
1.00 pm Millbank Theatre
Brian Kennedy
1.00 pm Skerries Mills
Aisling Lyons
1.00 pm Donabate Parish Hall
Gerry ‘Banjo’ O’Connor & Friends
2.00 pm Pepper Canister Church
Brigid Mae Power
2.00 pm Séamus Ennis Arts Centre
Brenda Castles & Friends
4.00 pm Donabate Parish Hall
Gerry ‘Banjo’ O’Connor & Friends
5.00 pm Malahide Castle
Niamh Bury
5.00 pm Swords Castle
Cathy Jordan & Feargal Murray
5.00 pm Millbank Theatre
Freddie White
5.00 pm Skerries Mills
Shane Hennessy
6.00 pm Pepper Canister Church
Lumiere
6:00 pm St. Patrick’s Church, Donabate
Ocean Child: The West Ocean String 
Quartet with Louise & Michelle Mulcahy 
& Stephen Rea
7.30 pm National Stadium
A Celebration of Janis Ian: Mary Black, 
Eric & Ulrika Bibb, Wallis Bird, Aoife Scott, 
Mairéad Ní Mhaonaigh, Nuala Kennedy, 
Toshin, Séamus & Caoimhe Uí Fhlatharta

As well as these concerts, Tradfest 
will also include the Smithwicks   
Sessions offering intimate free     
ticketed gigs in some of Temple  
Bar’s pubs.

Arts and craft workshops for children 
will also be provided at The Ark    
cultural centre.

For tickets for Tradfest, see https://
tradfest.com/whats-on/events/

Dublin Tradfest Concert Schedule

https://tradfest.com/whats-on/events/
https://tradfest.com/whats-on/events/
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T Première

Song competition

€

Fastnet Festival begins 
to take shape

Martyn Wyndham Reed Rosie Stewart

T

Grant for Instruments

WKPF appeals for 
sponsorship

Ross Ainslie: Scots visitor at the William Kennedy Festival.
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      Helen Lawlor, pictured at the Princess Grace
      Irish Library in Monaco.

Vaudevillians, Ned Harrigan and Tony Hart
Harrigan’s Hibernian Tourists’ Songster

Harrigan & Hart’s Patrick’s Day Parade Songster

Murray & Murphy’s Songster.

Irish symbolism in
Irish-American
song sheets

A video recording of the 
talk is available on Na 
Piobairí Uilleann’s 
online channel NPU-TV – 
which is accessible 
through the website: 
pipers.ie.

Mícheál Ó 
Súilleabháin: 
Between 
Worlds
A

The late Mícheál Ó 
Súilleabháin playing 
in Boston College’s 
Gasson Hall in 2005 
(Photo: Justin Knight).
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      Bessie Jones (left)
Mississippi Fred 
McDowell (right)

      Alan Lomax

     Anna Lomax Wood

      John Lomax (left)
Alan Lomax (centre)
Woody Guthrie 
(right)

A

For the Record: Bess Cronin For the Record:  Aggie Whyte Ar Téip: Cití Ní Gallchóir For the Record: Margaret Barry

One of the best-known areas of Lomax’s research 
are his recordings of traditional African American 
culture – which, aside from contributions from Lead 
Belly, Muddy Waters, Jelly Roll Morton and  Missis-
sippi Fred McDowell, also include:
• John Henry, sung by prisoners at the Mississippi 

State Penitentiary, Parchman Farm, in 1947;
• Come Up Horsey, a children’s lullaby sung in 1948 

by Vera Hall, whose mother was a slave;
• In a Shanty in Old Shanty Town, performed by 

Big Bill Broonzy, 1952;
• Story of a Slave who asked the Devil to take his 

Master, told by Bessie Jones in 1961.



legacy:
Tom munnelly

grace notes:
title

JANUARY 2024 JANUARY 2024

grace notes:
title

JANUARY 2024

major scéal

JANUARY 2024

J

Pete Seeger
A Singer of Folk Songs

A

Tom Munnelly: Fear na 
nAmhrán – new film

      Songsters: (from 
left) Tom Lenihan, 
Tom Munnelly and 
Junior Crehan 
(Photo: National 
Folklore Collection, 
UCD).

      Collector 
supreme: Tom 
Munnelly.
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Family
P

Family: Constance de Clyver and Charles Seeger with young Pete 
on his knee (Photo: National Photo Company/Library of Congress).

The Almanac Singers in 1942: (from left) Woody Guthrie, Millard Lampell, 
Betty Lomax Hawes, Pete Seeger, Arthur Stern, Sis Cunningham.

     Family: (from left)
Charles Seeger, Alan 
Seeger, Mike Seeger 
and Peggy Seeger.

The young Pete 
Seeger.

Colleagues 
& Friends
P

The Almanac Singers

Pete’s banjo

     The Weavers – 
then and now: (from 
left in both images) 
Pete Seeger, Lee 
Hays, Ronnie Gilbert 
and Fred Hellerman.

      Contemporaries:
(from left) Woody 
Guthrie, Huddy ‘Lead 
Belly’ Ledbetter, Josh 
White and Burl Ives.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8IGVxBb5uYk
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8IGVxBb5uYk
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=HE4H0k8TDgw
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=HE4H0k8TDgw
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=HE4H0k8TDgw
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“They are not concerts so much as 
singalongs. My main purpose is to 
show people how good it is to sing 
together, and my main purpose on 
this record is to show future song-
leaders some of the techniques 
they can use in teaching songs 
without everyone’s nose being 
buried in a sheet of paper” 

“And today, when we respond to 
Pete Seeger’s presence on a stage, 
it is, I think, for a similar reason:
we know that he is singing what he
thinks, what he feels, what he is 
right then and there — and we feel 
the liberating impulse to respond 
to openness with openness, to 
unshakeable honesty with what-
ever honesty we can command in 
return.”

P

Performances & Concerts

Pete Seeger and Bruce Springsteen at the Lincoln Memorial in 
Washington in January, 2009, during an inaugural concert for 
Barack Obama.  (Photo: USA Today)

       The Byrds – who 
had a No. 1 US chart 
hit in 1965 with 
Turn! Turn! Turn! (To 
Everything There is a 
Season) – which Pete 
Seeger wrote in 
1959.

Songs
P

“Our songs are, like you and me, 
the product of a long, long human 
chain, and even the strangest ones 
are distantly related to each other, 
as are we all. Each of us can be 
proud to be a link in this chain. Let’s 
hope there are many more links to 
come. No: Let’s make damn sure 
there are more links to come” 

Generations: Woody Guthrie’s son, 
Arlo (left), and Pete Seeger.

     Bob Dylan with 
Pete Seeger at the 
Newport Folk 
Festival in 1963.

Outside the Box: 
Malvina Reynolds

    Tom Paxton (Photo: 
State Library and 
Archives of Florida).

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0gIhFYPqIxA
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0gIhFYPqIxA
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0gIhFYPqIxA
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=GVyVqnlFTdA
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=GVyVqnlFTdA
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Politics
S

“I am not going to answer any questions as to my 
association, my philosophical or religious beliefs or my 
political beliefs, or how I voted in any election, or any of 
these private affairs. I think these are very improper 
questions for any American to be asked, especially under 
such compulsion as this.”

S Oh, what will you give me?
Say the sad bells of Rhymney.
Is there hope for the future?
Cry the brown bells of Merthyr. 
Who made the mine owner?
Say the black bells of Rhondda.
And who robbed the miner?
Cry the grim bells of Blaina.

What did you learn in school today,
Dear little boy of mine?
I learned our country must be strong
It’s always right and never wrong 
Our leaders are the finest men
And we elect them again and

again.

Pete Seeger: making a difference
Why did Pete Seeger, who has died aged 94, matter? Because 
for over 75 years he stood true to his original vision, he never 
wavered. Even when his beliefs had a huge impact on his life 
and career: he never sold out.  He wasn’t just a folk singer, or 
an activist: he was both.
    Pete believed that music could make a difference. Not change 
the world, he never claimed that – he once said that if music 
could change the world he’d only be making music – but he 
believed that while music didn’t have agency, it did have the 
power to make a difference.

Billy Bragg – quoted in The Guardian January 28, 2014 Billy Bragg

Protester, Organiser
& Educator

Songs are funny things.
They can slip across borders, 

proliferate in prisons, 
penetrate hard shells.

I always believed that the 
right song at the right moment 

could change history.
Pete Seeger

Pete Seeger appears before the House Un-American Activities’ 
Committee in 1955.
Pete Seeger entertains at a Valentine’s Day in Washington DC in
1944 with US First Lady Eleanor Roosevelt, among the listeners.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=vK_eVaLeiQ0
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=vK_eVaLeiQ0
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=vK_eVaLeiQ0
https://(https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=VucczIg98Gw)
https://(https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=VucczIg98Gw)
https://(https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=VucczIg98Gw)


grace notes:
title

major scéal:
pete seeger

JANUARY 2024 JANUARY 2024

major scéal:
pete seeger

grace notes:
title

JANUARY 2024 JANUARY 2024

S

Ecological
Activism
A

Pete Seeger singing 
at the Farm Aid 2013 
concert at Saratoga 
Performing Arts 
Center in New York. 
(Photo credit: AP 
Photo/Hans Pennink)

In his own write
During his life in music, Pete 
Seeger was quite prolific in 
terms of publications – ranging 
from his 1993 autobiography, 
Where Have All the Flowers 
Gone: A Singalong Memoir  to 
his political song-books like 
Hard Hitting Songs for Hard-Hit 
People – compiled with Alan 
Lomax and Woody Guthrie in 
1967; Songs for Peace (1966); 
and Carry It On: The Story of 
America’s Working People in 
Story and Song  which he co-
wrote with Bob Rieser in 
1985.
    His 1972 anthology, The 
Incompleat Folksinger, brought 
together his reflections on civil 
rights and the history of folk 

songs as well as on various folk 
musicians.
    He wrote a number of song-
books for children such as 
Foolish Frog in 1973 and Pete 
Seeger’s Storytelling Book in 
2000. 
    He also produced a number 
of instructional manuals, 
including Henscratches and 
Flyspecks: How to Read 
Melodies from Songbooks in 
Twelve Confusing Lessons
(1973) and How to Play the 
5-String Banjo – first pub-
lished in 1948 and sub-
sequently revised a number of 
times. 
    A moving film tribute 
entitled Pete Seeger: The 
Power of Song was released in 
2007.

       Pete Seeger with 
his wife, Toshi.

       Surrounded by 
Bruderhof children, 
Pete Seeger sings at 
a barn-raising at the 
Kingston Homeport 
and Education 
Center in 2013.

World 
Music

In recognition
Pete Seeger received a number of 
prestigious awards and honours 
during his lengthy career. 

These included:
• a Grammy Lifetime Achievement 

Award in 1993;
• the National Medal of the Arts in 1994;
• the Kennedy Center Award in 1994;
• the Harvard Arts Medal 1996;
• Induction into the Rock and Roll 

Hall of Fame in 1996;
• a Grammy Award for Best Traditional 

Folk Album of 1996 for his album, 
Pete.

In April 2000, Seeger was named as 
one of America’s Living Legends by 
the Library of Congress.

In 2008, he performed This Land is 
Your Land at the Inauguration of
President Barack Obama – where he 
insisted on singing Woody Guthrie’s 
original version of the song which 
included lyrics about economic 
inequality.

His legacy included inspiring a 
number of folk singers who adapted 
his style of revisiting older songs and 
applying them to current issues.

He was especially influential in the 
careers of Bob Dylan, Don McLean, 
Bernice Johnson Reagon and Bruce 
Springsteen. 

Springsteen drew from Seeger’s 
repertoire for his 2006 album, We 
Shall Overcome: The Seeger Sessions.

Don McLean

Bernice Johnson Reagon

Sailing down my dirty stream
Still I love it and I'll keep the dream 
That some day, though maybe not 
  this year
My Hudson River will once again 
   run clear

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=jgZekxKZwik
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=jgZekxKZwik
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=NfxgGx2xkw8
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=NfxgGx2xkw8
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M

Authenticity

O

Publications &
Programmes

       Quest Guest: 
Mississippi John 
Hurt (Photo: Library 
of Congress, Wash-
ington, D.C.)

      Quest Guest:
Cousin Emmy.

O

I honestly believe that the future 
is gonna be millions of little things 
saving us. I imagine a big see-saw 
and one end of the see-saw is on 

the ground with a basket half-full 
of big rocks, the other end of the 
see-saw is up in the air and it’s 
gotta a basket one quarter full of 
sand. And some of us have got 
teaspoons and we’re trying to fill 
up sand.

A lot of people are laughing 
at us, they say: Ah people like you 
have been trying to do that for 
thousands of years and it’s leaking 
out as fast as you’re putting it in. 
But we’re saying, we’re getting 
more people with teaspoons all 
the time and we think one of these 
years, you’ll see that whole see-saw 
go shoozup (makes a downward 
motion with his arm) in the other 
direction. And people say: Gee, 
how did it happen so suddenly? 
Us and all our little teaspoons. 
And we’ve got to keep putting it in, 
because if we don’t keep putting 
teaspoons in, it will leak out and 
the rocks will go back again.

Unwavering 
Optimism

David Livingstone
David Livingstone is an American living and working for 
almost 30 years in the Czech Republic. He teaches English 
Literature, with a specialisation in Shakespeare, at Palacký 
University in Olomouc. He also has classes in American Folk 
Music, Children's Literature and Czech Culture. His hobbies 
include beer, the banjo and travelling. His latest publication 
is called In our Own Image: Fictional Representations of 
William Shakespeare.

      Optimistic 
Waving: Pete Seeger 
at a 2001 benefit 
concert for the Kazi 
Oliver Drummers 
and Dancers after 
their studio was 
destroyed by fire 
(Photo: Stuart Bayer/ 
The Journal News).

Pete Seeger in New York in 2009.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=FKKXH3NMNI
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=FKKXH3NMNI
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=FKKXH3NMNI
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=dL14kOgO0-U
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=dL14kOgO0-U
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=dL14kOgO0-U
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=dL14kOgO0-U
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=A9Zt0O2lyhk
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=A9Zt0O2lyhk
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=A9Zt0O2lyhk
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I

Trad Nation: Gender, 
Sexuality, and Race 
in Irish Traditional 
Music, Tes Slominski, 
Middletown, CT: 
Wesleyan University 
Press, 2020

Review
by Kate 
Spanos

      Confronting 
outdated notions:
Tes Slominski 
(Photo: Sherry 
Olander)

Challenging
traditional
stereotypes

€

Ceolta na 
Gleannta
Page 42

New biography 
of Cecil Sharp

Page 44

http://www.rirabooks.com/
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      Fiddler, Treasa Ní 
Ailpín, at a session 
in the home of 
Pádraig Ó Mathúna 
during the Tipperary 
County Fleadh, 1958.

      Fiddler, Lucy Farr

Dancing in 
the world
D

      The Cliffords: 
Julia and her husband, 
John, playing at The 
Favourite in Holloway, 
London, c1970. 
(Photo: courtesy of 
Katie Howson).

Tes Slominski is a fiddle player and teacher who specialises in the 
repertoire and style of Sliabh Luachra. She co-founded the still-
thriving Blue Ridge Irish Music School in Charlottesville, Virginia   
in 1999 and has taught fiddle classes at Sean Nós Northwest,       
the Catskills Irish Arts Week, and the Maoin Cheoíl an Chlár in 
Ennis, Co. Clare.

She is a founding member of the Isteach is Amach queer collective, 
a group dedicated to building community among LGBTQ+ Irish   
traditional musicians.

Tes holds a PhD in music from New York University and an MA in 
ethnomusicology from the University of Limerick. Along with              
Kimberly Francis  (University of Guelph), Tes is co-editor of the gender/
sexuality revision of Oxford University Press’s Grove Music Online. She 
served as Secretary of the Society for Ethnomusicology’s board from 
2019–2021.

A Teaching Fellow and then Assistant Professor of music at Beloit 
College in Wisconsin from 2012–2019, Tes founded and directed 
the North Atlantic Music Ensemble, which introduced over 100 
undergraduate students to Irish traditional music.

Kate Spanos (Photo: 
Violetta Markelou) 

Dr. Kate Spanos is a 
dancer, educator, 
scholar, and arts 
administrator. Her 
scholarship focuses on 
“dances of resistance” 
and social change 
through dance,
especially in Brazil, 
Ireland, and the
Eastern Caribbean. 

She is a faculty fellow 
in the University of 
Maryland’s Honors 
Humanities program, 
where she teaches a 
seminar in dance 
ethnography, high-
lighting the power of 
dance and the arts to 
build and enact change 
for communities 
around the world.

https://www.ictm.ie/journal/issue-8-2022/
https://www.ictm.ie/journal/issue-8-2022/
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A

€

What Toner 
can teach
the world
about music

      Príomhíomhá: 
Colette Ní Gallachóir

      Portráidí (ó bhun 
go barr): Brian Ó 
Domhnaill, Máire Ní 
Choilm, Noeleen Ní 
Cholla agus Doimnic 
Mac Giolla Bhríde.

S

Ceolta ó
na Gleannta

      Toner Quinn

     Sinéad O’Connor

     Martin Hayes
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Track Listing:
1. The Battle of Clontarf
2. Constant Dropping wears the 

Stone
3. I shall spend my Holidays in 

Inchicore
4. The Reaper’s Song
5. Thady Malone
6. What do you think?
7. Jerry Connor’s Forge
8. Bold Captain Rock
9. O Loydy George
10. The Union
11. Thank Heaven We are living in 

Rathgar
12. The Irish Citizen Army
13. Later on
14. The Ewes of Killucan
15. A Churl’s Song of Christmas
16. The Open Road

Old words in new vessels
Mark Redmond (Photo: Michael Duggan)

Jim’s labour of love

Portman’s latest

Cecil Sharp and the 
Quest for Folk Song 
and Dance: A New 
Biography, David 
Sutcliffe, The Ballad 
Partners, 2023

A

The Ballad Partners is a not-for-profit publishing company which 
has been in operation since 2018. The partnership aims to pub-
lish, or facilitate publication of conference  proceedings, papers, 
or other materials on folk or traditional arts and contribute to the 
long-term legacy of such events.

Despite the pandemic interfering with its work, the partnership 
has already managed to develop an interesting and diverse slate 
of publications, which can be viewed at https://www.theballad-
partners.co.uk/publications.

      Collector 
extraordinaire: 
Cecil Sharp

C Sharp:
man and
musician

Flemons
on Fire
Page 48

Øxn’s Dark Magic
Page 47

https://www.theballadpartners.co.uk/publications
https://www.theballadpartners.co.uk/publications
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Track Listing

1. The Flower of Maherally
2. For Ireland I'll Not Speak Her 

Name
3. Caoineadh na dTrí Mhuire
4. Wild Mountain Thyme
5. The Night Visiting Song
6. The Young May Moon 
7. Red Is The Rose 
8. Breathless
9. The Parting Glass

Holy Moley for Ireland’s Owen!
Ó Suilleabháin brothers produce a gem of an album

Brothers in Amhráin: Moley (Mícheál) and Owen Ó Suilleabháin

N

Track Listing

1. Cruel Mother
2. The Trees They Do Grow Tall
3. Love Henry
4. The Feast
5. The Wife of Michael Cleary
6. Farmer in the City

Øxn: (from left) Radie Peat, Katie Kim, John ‘Spud’ Murphy and Eleanor Myler.

Øxn’s CYRM: dark magic delivered

Eimear’s Musical 
Homage to Clare

Music of People 
and Place
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Triple blast 
from the 
past

Dom Flemons (Photo: Shervin Lainez)

Fergus’ favourites

Jerry’s choice

T
Flemons on fire

Track Listing:

1. Slow Dance with You
2. Dark Beauty
3. If You Truly Love Me
4. Traveling Wildfire
5. It’s Cold Inside
6. We Are almost down to the Shore
7. Nobody Wrote It Down
8. Saddle It  Around
9. Big Money Blues
10. Old Desert Road
11. Rabbit Foot Rag
12. Tough Luck
13. Song to JCB
14. Guess I’m Doing Fine
15. Songster Revival

L

Track Listing:

Disc One
1. Bert Jansch: Running, Running 

from Home
2. Al Stewart: Manuscript
3. The Young Tradition: The Banks 

of Claudy
4. “Spider” John Koerner: Good 

Luck Child
5. The Incredible String Band: No 

Sleep Blues
6. Wizz Jones: See How the Time is 

Flying

7. Cat Stevens: The Tramp
8. Shirley Collins & Davy Graham:

Nottamun Town
9. Paul Simon: I Am a Rock
10. Michael Chapman: No Song to 

Sing
11. Jo Ann Kelly: Moon Going Down
12. Third Ear Band: Stone Circle
13. A.L. Lloyd: Jack Orion
14. Mike Cooper: Bad Luck Blues
15. Alex Campbell: Been on the 

Road So Long
16. Dorris Henderson & John 

Renbourn: Strange Lullaby
17. Keith Christmas: Fable of the 

Wings
18. Sweeney’s Men: Reynard The Fox
19. Al Jones: Come Join My 

Orchestra
20. Sandy Denny:  You Never 

Wanted Me
21. Tír na nÓg: When I Came Down
22. Sam Mitchell: A Leaf Without a 

Tree
23. Beverley: Get to the One I Want 

To

Disc Two
1. The Watersons: The Holmfirth 

Anthem
2. Donovan: Sunny Goodge Street
3. Derroll Adams: Freight Train 

Blues
4. Bert Jansch & John Renbourn: 

Soho

5. Shelagh McDonald: Silk and 
Leather

6. Dando Shaft: Waves upon the 
Ether

7. Martin Carthy & Dave Swarbrick:
Byker Hill

8. Kevin Ayers: Eleanor’s Cake 
(Which Ate Her)

9. Ian Anderson’s Country Blues 
Band: New Lonesome Day

10. Hamish Imlach: Black is the 
Colour

11. John Martyn: Fairy Tale Lullaby
12. The Picadilly Line: At the Third 

Stroke
13. Anne Briggs: Living by the Water
14. Dave Evans: Grey Lady Morning
15. Owen Hand: I Loved a Lass
16. John Renbourn: Lost Lover Blues
17. Tom Rush: Joshua Gone 

Barbados
18. C.O.B: Music of the Ages
19. Alexis Korner: Go Down 

Sunshine
20. Duffy Power: Halfway
21. Tom Yates: Bye Bye Bohemia
22. Nick Drake: Northern Sky
23. The Sallyangie: Love in Ice 

Crystals
24. Ron Geesin: Two Fifteen String 

Guitars for Nice People
25. Don Partridge: Rosie

Disc Three
1. Jackson C. Frank: Milk and Honey

2. Davy Graham: Maajun (A Taste 
of Tangier)

3. Tim Hart & Maddy Prior: Adieu 
Sweet Lovely Nancy

4. Dr. Strangely Strange: Roy Rogers
5. Dave Von Ronk: Baby, Let Me 

Lay It on You
6. Roy Harper: Sophisticated Beggar
7. Julie Felix: The Young Ones Move
8. Mudge & Clutterbuck: Memory 

Book
9. Steve Tilston: I Really Wanted You
10. The Levee Breakers: Babe I’m 

Leaving You
11. Ralph McTell: Mrs Adlam’s Angels
12. Andy Fernbach: Have Your Bags 

Soon Ready
13. Bridget St. John: If You’d Been 

There
14. Dave & Toni Arthur: A Maiden 

Came from London Town
15. Long John Baldry & The 

Hoochie Coochie Men: Gee 
Baby Ain’t I Good to You

16. John James: Picture Rag
17. Plainsong: Old Man at the Mill
18. Nadia Cattouse: Travel On (Live)
19. Gerry Lockran: Black Girl
20. Tim Hardin: If I Were a 

Carpenter
21. Cat Stevens: Portobello Road
22. The McPeake Family: The 

Verdant Braes of Skreen
23. Dave Ellis: Can You Tell Me?
24. Strawbs: Pieces of 79 and 15

Shirley Collins (right) and Davy Graham

https://www.anceathrupoili.com/en/
https://www.anceathrupoili.com/en/
https://www.anceathrupoili.com/en/
https://www.anceathrupoili.com/en/
http://www.jerryosullivan.com
http://www.jerryosullivan.com
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Carthy’s latest is his first… re-issued!
Martin Carthy

I

Track Listing:

1. High Germany
2. The Trees They Do Grow High
3. Sovay
4. Ye Mariners All
5. The Queen of Hearts
6. Broomfield Hill
7. Springhill Mine Disaster
8. Scarborough Fair
9. Lovely Joan
10. The Barley & The Rye
11. The Wind That Shakes the 

Barley
12. The Two Magicians
13. The Handsome Cabin Boy
14. And A Begging I Will Go

Track Listing:
1. The Gladstone
2. The Salamanca
3. O’Sullivan’s March
4. The Dawn
5. The Scholar
6. The Harvest Home 

and The Green 
Mountain

7. Down the Broom
8. Jenny Picking 

Cockles
9. The Tarbolton
10. Dever the Dancer
11. The Fermoy Lasses
12. The Jolly Tinker
13. Big Pat’s
14. The Boyne Hunt 

and Úna Bhán Ní 
Chuinneagáin

15. The Glendowan 
Reel

16. The Hound after 
the Hare

17. The Jaunting Car 
and Off She Goes

18. The Swallow’s Tail
19. The Flogging Reel
20. The Star of Munster
21. The Sunshine 

Hornpipe
22. The Maid of Mount 

Kisco
23. The Last House in 

Connacht
24. Stirling Castle
25. The Mason’s Apron
26. Úna Bhán Ní 

Chuinneagáin
27. Miss Ramsey and 

Down the Broom 

28. The Highlandman’s 
Kneebuckle

29. The Cock’s Tail and 
The Wild Irishman

30. The High Reel
31. Richard Brennan’s
32. Tuam na bhFarraige
33. The Yellow Heiferl
34. Roaring Mary and 

Úna Bhán Ní 
Chuinneagáin

35. Tell Her I Am
36. Down the Broom
37. The Rights of Man
38. The Beauties of 

Lissadell
39. The Morning Dew
40. The Golden Eagle
41. The Irish Washer-

woman
42. Crowley’s and 

Crowley’s No 2
43. Gan Aimn and The 

Laird o’ Drumblair
44. The Morning Dew
45. The Sailor’s Bonnet
46. The Silver Spear
47. The Iron Man
48. Mickey Doherty’s 

Hornpipe
49. Hardiman the 

Fiddler
50. Bonnie Kate
51. The Volunteer
52. Cuffe Street
53. The Irish Washer-

woman
54. The Mountain Road
55. The Morning Dew
56. Connie the Soldier 
57. Will you come 

down to Limerick?

58. The Jolly Tinker
59. The Last House in 

Connacht
60. The Broken Pledge
61. Loch Isle Castle 
62. The Rakes of Clonmel
63. The Belfast 

Hornpipe
64. Bonnie Kate and 

Jenny’s Chickens
65. The Yellow Heifer
66. Mooney’s Reel
67. The Maid in the 

Meadow
68. The Faerie Reel
69. Lord Gordon’s
70. Gan Aimn
71. The Dublin Hornpipe
72. The Mullingar Races
73. The Templehouse
74. An Draighneán Donn
75. Miss Ramsey
76. The Battering Ram
77. The Rakes of St 

Patrick
78. The Oak Tree
79. The Rights of Man
80. Old Peter Street
81. Rakish Paddy
82. Baintreach Mná
83. The Miller ó Hirn
84. The Castle Jig
85. The Fermoy Lasses
86. The Maid of Mount 

Kisco and The 
Hunter’s Purse

87. Kitty Gone a’ Milkin’, 
The Dogs among 
the Bushes and 
The Three Merry 
Sisters of Fate

The Fiddler from the Bluestacks: Mickey Doherty
(Photo: Irish Folklore Commission)

Colossal collection 
of Donegal fiddle 
music
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The West’s Awake: Ruairí McGorman, Aidan Connolly, Pádraic Keane and Fergus McGorman
(Photo: Maurice Gunning)

Début album from talented quartet

Track listing:
1. Ted Furey’s, Athnuachán Dónal 
2. Tír na Flúirse, If all you Young 

Maidens were Blackbirds and 
Thrushes, Mulqueeny’s 

3. The Road to the Glen, Toss the 
Feathers

4. Robert Jordan
5. Brogan’s Land, Don’t Go Away, 

The Promenade, The Boys of 
Ballisodare

6. The Mountain Streams 
Where the Moorcocks Crow  

7. Johnny’s Welcome Home, 
Miss Crawford, Paddy Fahey’s

8. Lady Iveagh 
9. Séamus Mór McKenna, 

Paddy Cronin’s, The Lady on 
the Island

10. When Sick is it Tae you Want?, 
Besom in Bloom, Bridget 
McRory

11. La Cinquantaine
12. The Jolly Seven, The 

Blackhaired Lass, The 
Ravelled Hank of Yarn

13. The Shannon, The Northern 
Lights of Old Aberdeen

14. Love will You Marry Me?,
Glengarry’s Dirk, The Boyne 
Mist

Ryan’s second

Dave’s curious 
compendium

R

Track Listing
1. Johnny Barden
2. Lady Margaret
3. The Famous Flower of 

Serving Men
4. Young Hunting
5. The Gypsy Lady
6. Lord Beckham
7. The Creel
8. False Lankum
9. Buried in Kilkenny
10. False Lover John

Hello!: (from right)  Eve Telford and Jimmy Crowley

Child’s play for Jimmy and Eve

Leonard littoral-ly 
piping hot!

No Turning Back 
for Gino
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Track Listing
CD1
1. Caledonia
2. My Love is in America  
3. Rambling Irishman (with 

De Dannan)
4. Isle of Hope, Isle of Tears 

(with Seán Keane)
5. In a Town this Size (with 

John Prine)
6. All the Fine Young Men 

(with De Dannan) 
7. Táimse im' Chodladh  
8. Faraway in Australia  
9. Whistle Whistle Daughter 

(with Eleanor Shanley)
10. Happy as a Baby in Your 

Arms 
11. Mouth Music (with John 

Faulkner)
12. The Wind that Shakes the 

Barley
13. Solid Ground
14. The Shaskeen Reel (with 

The Reel Union) 
15. Summer of My Dreams
16. Sonny (with Mary Black & 

Emmylou Harris)

CD2
1. The Island
2. Where Have All the Flowers 

Gone (with Tommy Sands & 
Vedran Smailovic)

3. My Own Dear Galway Bay 
4. Diglake Fields (with De 

Dannan)
5. I Gaily Gave My Heart Away 

6. Aragon Mill
7. Teddy O'Neill (with De 

Dannan)
8. New Deal
9. The Bonny Light Horseman 

(with John Faulkner)
10. Lili Marlene
11. Seven Yellow Gypsies (with 

The Reel Union) 
12. Drag Lines 
13. Telling Me Lies
14. Nothing to Show
15. The Great Northern Ocean 

(with Rita Eriksen)
16. Tonight as We Dance
17. Down by the Salley Gardens 

CD3
1. Lion in a Cage
2. Never Be the Sun
3. It's a Cheating Situation 

(with John Prine)
4. Sweet Forget-Me-Not (with 

De Dannan) 
5. Emigrant Eyes
6. Johnny Lovely Johnny 

(with John Faulkner)
7. I Courted A Soldier 
8. Jimmy Mó Mhíle Stór 

(with John Faulkner)
9. Strange Affair
10. Storm In My Heart
11. Sister and Brother
12. Make Me Want to Stay
13. Heart like a Wheel
14. Feel It in My Bones
15. Let It Be  (with De Dannan) 
16. The Finer Things  
17. My Refuge

Encore: Dolores Keane sings at the All-Ireland Fleadh Cheoil in Mullingar in 2023. (Photo: Melissa Mannion) 

Celebrating
Dolores
at seventy

grace notes:
title

JANUARY 2024

concert pitch

JANUARY 2024

Flook 
gearing
up for 
eleven-
date tour 
in May

Patsy Reid

TOUR DATES
Pavilion Theatre, Dún Laoire

Wednesday 8 May - 8pm

Triskel Arts Centre, Cork
Thursday 9 May - 8pm

Baltimore Fiddle Fair, Cork
Friday 10 May - 8.30pm

The Malt House, Stradbally
Saturday 11 May - 7pm

Station House Theatre, Clifden
Sunday 12 May - 8pm

The Sugar Club, Dublin
Tuesday 14 May - 7.30pm

National Opera House, 
Wexford

Wednesday 15 May - 8.00pm

Droichead Arts Centre, 
Drogheda

Thursday 16 May - 8.00pm

Regional Cultural Centre, 
Letterkenny

Friday 17 May - 8.00pm

 The Dock, Carrick-on-Shannon 
Saturday 18 May 8.00pm

Hawks Well Theatre, Sligo
Sunday 19 May - 8.00pm 

Collaborator: Patsy Reid

F

Macalla
Forty years on

Page 59

Celebrating 
Music       
Network
Page 56
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€ €

Aisling Lyons

Lyons, Walls 
to guest 
with pipers

Four for network celebration: Neil Martin (top left) , Muireann Nic Amhlaoibh (top right), Paddy 
Glackin (bottom left) and Ryan Molloy  (bottom right).

Celebrating Music Network
C

P

Rynne, 
Breen and 
Murray for 
Belfast

Tara Breen



grace notes:
title

concert pitch:
macalla

JANUARY 2024 JANUARY 2024

Seosaimhín Ní Bheaglaoich

I
Mairéad Ní Mhaonaigh Maureen Fahy

The mould 
breakers  – 
Macalla –
40 years on

Mary McEvoy Róisín Gaffney Mary MacNamara
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T

THE VOYAGE TOUR
IRISH DATES

Cyprus Avenue, Cork
April 24

Dolan’s Upstairs, Limerick
April 25

Opium, Dublin
April 26

Limelight, Belfast
April 27

Short tour by Longest Johns
The Longest Johns
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ZoDoMo
headline
Killarney
gathering

Tim Edey

ZoDoMo: (from left) Dónal Lunny, Zoë Conway and Máirtín O’Connor.
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A

Unique blend for new tour
Collaboration: (from left) Bróna McVittie, Niamh Dunne, Cormac Breatnach and Seán Óg Graham

TOUR DATES
Station House Theatre, Clifden

Tuesday 6 February - 8pm

Riverbank Arts Centre, 
Newbridge

Thursday 8 February - 8pm

Triskel Arts Centre, Cork
Friday 9 February - 8pm

National Opera House, 
Wexford

Saturday 10 February - 8pm

Pavilion Theatre, Dún Laoire
Sunday 11 February - 8pm 

The Sugar Club, Dublin
Tuesday 13 February - 7.30pm

Belltable, Limerick
Wednesday 14 February - 8pm

Siamsa Tíre, Tralee
Thursday 15 February - 8pm

Ionad Cultúrtha,
Baile Mhuirne

Friday 16 February - 8pm

 Court House Arts Centre, 
Tinahely

Saturday 17 February - 8pm

Robyn Stapleton

Howth celebrates Burns in style
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Banjo maestro: Alison Brown

Cara Dillon

Rhiannon
Giddens
Vicar Street
February 25

Seán Keane
Multiple Venues
Multiple Dates
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S.J. McArdle Seeger Sessions Revival  (Photo: Columbia Hillen)

Blackie O’ConnellSeán Keane



grace notes:
title

the big gig list
JANUARY 2024 JANUARY 2024

The Waterboys



coda:
come list while I sing

grace notes:
title

JANUARY 2024 JANUARY 2024

grace notes:
title

coda:
come list while I sing

JANUARY 2024 JANUARY 2024

Bandon Singers Club,  Ray 
O'Mahony's Bar, Bandon. Second 
Sunday of month.

Belfast Singing Circle, Garrick 
Bar, Chichester Street, Belfast.  
First Wednesday of month.

Blackbird Singing Session,
Second Tuesday of month on Zoom.

Bray Singers’ Circle, Tennis Club, 
Vevay Road, Bray. Third Sunday of 
month.

Chapel Gates Singers Club,
Tubridy’s, Cooraclare, Co. Clare. 
Last Friday of month.

Ciorcal na nAmhráin, Shamrock 
Bar, Falcarragh, Co. Donegal. Third 
Wednesday of month.

Clé Club, Liberty Hall, Dublin 1, 
Third Wednesday of month in 
person. First Monday of month on 
Zoom. www.cleclub.org

Clew Bay Folk Club, Matt Molloy’s 
Pub, Bridge St. Westport, Second 
Sunday of the month.

Cork Singers Club, An Spailpín 
Fánach, Main St, Cork, Weekly on 
Sunday.

Croonerista Social Club, CIE 
Sports & Social Club, Inchicore Sq. 
North, Inchicore, Second Friday of 
month.

Crown & Shamrock, Crown & 
Shamrock Inn, Antrim Rd, Belfast. 
Second Monday of month

Cullinan’s Bar Session, Cullinan’s 
Bar, Church St, Ennistymon. Third 
Tuesday of month

Dan & Molly’s Singing Circle,
Dan & Molloy’s Bar, Ballyboy, 
Kilcormac, Co. Offaly. Third 
Wednesday of month.

Donnelly’s Session, Donnelly’s of 
Barna, Co. Galway. First 
Wednesday of month.

Down Singers’ Circle, Imperial 
Bar, Bangor, Co. Down. Third 
Saturday of month.

Drinagh Singers Club, Connolly’s 
Gaelic Bar, Drinagh. First Sunday 
of month.

Drogheda Singers, Fairgreen Bar, 
Drogheda. Hybrid live and Zoom.  
Weekly on Wednesday

Dundalk Singing Circle, The Wee 
House, Anne St, Dundalk. Weekly 
on Tuesday.

Dunmanway Singing Session,
The Greyhound Bar, Dunmanway. 
Last Saturday.

Eblana Sessions, Eblana Club, 
Eblana Ave, Dún Laoire. Third 
Saturday of month

Ennis Singers Club, Café on the 
Green, Lifford, Ennis. Second Friday 
of month.

Feakle Singing Session, Short’s 
Bar, Feakle. Second Saturday of 
month.

Góilín Traditional Singers,
Teachers’ Club, Parnell Sq, Dublin. 
Weekly on Friday. www.goilin.com/

Howth Singing Circle, Sea 
Angling Club, West Pier, Howth, 
Co. Dublin. First Thursday of month.
www.howthsingingcircle.com/

Hughes’ Bar Session, Hughes’ Bar, 
Ballinamore Bridge, Co. Galway. 
Third Friday of month.

Inishowen Traditional Singers’ 
Circle, alternating between North 
Pole, Drumfries, Inishowen and 
McFeeley’s Bar, Clonmany, 
Inishowen. Second Friday of month.
www.inishowensinging.ie/

Jim O’ The Mills, Upperchurch, 
Co. Tipperary. Every Thursday.

Killala Bay Folk Club, Lynn’s of 
Killala, Co. Mayo. First Friday of 
month.

Kilmaley Singing Session,
Bogdale House, Kilmaley, Co. Clare. 
Third Saturday of month.

Kinvara Singing Circle, Green’s 
Bar, Kinvara, Co. Galway. First 
Monday of month.

Limerick Singing Session, The 
White Horse Tavern, Limerick.
Third Monday of month and on 

Zoom on second and fourth 
Monday of month.

Lord Edward Session, The Lord 
Edward Bar, Christchurch Pl, 
Dublin. Second Tuesday of month.

Malahide Singing Circle, St. 
Sylvester’s GAA Club, Malahide, 
Co. Dublin. Last Thursday of month.

Mullagh Singing Session,
Moroney’s Bar, Mullagh, Co. Clare. 
Third Friday of month.

Mullingar Singing Circle, Mont-
gomery’s Whiskey Bar, Mullingar. 
First Sunday of month.

Navan Singing Circle, The Lantern, 
Watergate St, Navan. Second 
Tuesday of month.

Night Before Larry Got 
Stretched, The Cobblestone, King 
St North, Dublin 7. First Sunday of 
month except January, July and 
August.

Nightingale Singing Session,
American Bar, Dock Street, Belfast. 
Third Tuesday of month.

North Wexford Traditional 
Singing Session, French’s, Main 
St, Gorey. Last Tuesday of month. 

Rainbow Singing Session, 
McHugh’s Bar, Glenfarne, Co. 
Leitrim. 5pm-8pm. Fourth Sunday 
of month.

Robbie’s First Friday, Cnoc na 
Gaoithe CCE Cultural Centre, Tulla, 
Co. Clare. First Friday of month.

Séamus Ennis Arts Centre, The 
Naul, Co. Dublin. Hybrid live and 
Zoom. Second Thursday of month.

Shanaglish Singing Session,
Whelan’s, Shanaglish, Gort, Co. 
Galway. Last Friday of month.

Shillelagh Singing Circle,
Parkview House. Shillelagh, Co. 
Wicklow. Fortnightly on Wednesday 
from January 11. Contact Derek 
Robinson at 087-1685128

Singing in the Crane, Crane Bar, 
Sea Rd, Galway. www.facebook.
com/david.larkin.3975

Skerries Folk Club, Upstairs in 
Joe May’s Pub, Harbour Road, 
Skerries. Last Sunday of month

Sliabh Liag Singing Circle,
Evelyn’s Central Bar, Carrick, Co. 
Donegal. Usually once a month. 
For precise date check www.
facebook.com/profile.php?
id=100069613394114

Sligo Traditional Singers’ Circle, 
Durkin’s Bar, Ballinacarrow, Co. 
Sligo. Second Wednesday of month

Song Central, Chaplin’s Bar, 
Hawkins Street, Dublin 2. Second
Sunday of month.

South Roscommon Singers 
Circle, Murray’s Bar, 
Knockcroghery, Co. Roscommon. 
First Thursday of month

Sunflower Folk Club, Sunflower 
Bar, Union Street, Belfast. Weekly 
on Thursdays. www.facebook.com/
sunflowerfolk

Tarred & Feathered Folk 
Sesssion, Clontarf Golf Club, 
Donnycarney Rd, Dublin First 
Monday on the month.

The Thatch, Crinkill, Birr, Co. 
Offaly. First Monday of month.
www.facebook.com/TheThatchCrinkill

Tower Singing Circle, Shoreline 
Hotel, Donabate, Co. Dublin 
Second Monday of month.

Tuam Singers Club, Reapy’s Bar, 
Tullinadaly Rd, Tuam. Third 
Monday of month.

West Limerick Singing Club,
Ramble Inn, Main St, Abbeyfeale, 
Co. Limerick. First Friday of month.
www.facebook.com/mary.
oconnor.33483

Wexford Traditional Singers’ 
Circle, Mary’s Bar, John’s Gate St, 
Wexford. Third Friday of month.

The directory lists regular weekly and monthly singing sessions with the day they usually meet. But, to be sure that a session is actually 
taking place, you are advised to check by clicking the link to the organiser’s website, phone or social media account. If you have a 
session for inclusion in the directory, send details to info@fonn.online.

WEEK 1
Monday: Clé Abhaile (Z) ; Kinvara 
Singing Circle; Tarred & 
Feathered Folk Session, The 
Thatch.
Tuesday: Dundalk Singing Circle
Wednesday: Belfast Singing 
Circle; Donnelly’s Session; 
Drogheda Singers
Thursday: Howth Singing 
Circle; Jim O’ The Mills; South 
Roscommon Singers Circle; 
Sunflower Folk Club.
Friday: An Góilín; Robbie’s 
First Friday, Tulla; Skibbereen 
Singers Club†; West Limerick 
Singing Club.
Sunday: Cork Singers Club;  
Drinagh Singers Club; Mullingar 
Singing Circle; The Night 
Before Larry Got Stretched.

WEEK 2
Monday: Crown and Shamrock; 
Limerick Singing Session(Z) ; 
Tower Singing Circle.

Tuesday: Dundalk Singing 
Circle; Lord Edward Session; 
Navan Singing Circle
Wednesday: Drogheda 
Singers; Sligo Singers’ Circle
Thursday: Jim O’ The Mills; 
Séamus Ennis Arts Centre; 
Sunflower Folk Club.
Friday: Croonerista Social Club; 
Ennis Singers Club; An Góilín; 
Inishowen Singers’ Circle
Saturday: Feakle Session 
Sunday: Bandon Singers Club; 
Clew Bay Folk Club; Cork 
Singers Club; Song Central

WEEK 3
Monday: Limerick Singing 
Session; Tuam Singers Club.
Tuesday: Cullinan’s Bar; Dun-
dalk Singing Circle; Nightingale 
Session.
Wednesday: Ciorcal na 
nAmhráin; Clé Club; Dan & 
Molly’s Singing Circle; Drogheda 
Singers

Thursday: Jim O’ The Mills; 
Sunflower Folk Club.
Friday: An Góilín; Hughes’ Bar 
Session; Mullagh Singing 
Sesssion; Wexford Singers.
Saturday: Down Singers Circle; 
Eblana Session; Kilmaley 
Singing Session.
Sunday: Bray Singing Circle;
Cork Singers Club

WEEK 4*
Monday: Limerick Singing 
Session (Z)

Tuesday: Dundalk Singing Circle
Wednesday: Drogheda Singers
Thursday: Jim O’ The Mills; 
Sunflower Folk Club.
Friday: An Góilín
Sunday: Cork Singers Club; 
Rainbow Singing Session, 
Glenfarne.

LAST WEEK*
Monday: Limerick Singing 
Session (Z)

Tuesday: Dundalk Singing 
Circle; North Wexford Singing 
Session.
Wednesday: Drogheda Singers
Thursday: Jim O’ The Mills; 
Malahide Singing Circle; 
Sunflower Folk Club.
Friday: Chapel Gates Singers; 
An Góilín; Shanaglish Singing 
Circle; Skibbereen Singers 
Club†;
Saturday: Dunmanway Session 
Sunday: Cork Singers Club; 
Skerries Folk Club.

*   Usually the fourth time  a day falls 
in the month will be the last week. 
But, of course, there will always be a 
few days each month that occur for a 
fifth time. Some sessions, like the 
Rainbow, are held in the fourth week, 
even when there may be a fifth Sunday 
in the month. Others, like Gorey and 
Malahide, are held on the last Tuesday 
or Thursday (respectively) regardless 
of whether it may be the fourth or 
fifth time the day has occurred in a 
particular month.

† The Skibbereen Singers Club usually meets on first Fridays but occasionally it meets on the last Friday of the preceding month. 
The Shillelagh Singing Circle meets fortnightly on Wednesdays.  The Singing in the Crane Session in Galway meets frequently but 
not on a specific day each month as does the Sliabh Liag Singing Circle in Co. Donegal.

Most – though not all – of the regular singing sessions around Ireland take place on a particular day of a specific week of the 
month. So this planner provides an indication of where a session may be taking place on any day of the month. But of course 
you should always check with the session organisers (see opposite for contact information) before heading out for the afternoon or 
evening. All sessions below are in person unless followed by (Z).

https://www.facebook.com/braysingers.circle
https://www.cleclub.org
https://goilin.com/
https://howthsingingcircle.com/
https://inishowensinging.ie/
https://www.facebook.com/NavanSingingCircle
https://www.facebook.com/RobbiesFirstFriday
https://www.facebook.com/david.larkin.3975
https://www.facebook.com/david.larkin.3975
https://www.facebook.com/sunflowerfolk
https://www.facebook.com/sunflowerfolk
https://www.facebook.com/mary.oconnor.33483
https://www.facebook.com/mary.oconnor.33483
mailto:info@fonn.online
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IRISH DATES:

Cork Opera House, Cork, June 4
Market Place Theatre, Armagh,

June 5
Millennium Forum, Derry, June 6
Waterfront Hall, Belfast, June 7-8
INEC Arena, Killarney, June 9

3Olympia Theatre, Dublin, June
14-15 (3 shows)

Lime Tree Theatre, Limerick, June 18
Watergate Theatre, Kilkenny, June

19
Opera House, Wexford, June 20
TLT Concert Hall, Drogheda, June 22
Theatre Royal, Waterford, June 23

PRESTIGE PRODUCTIONS PRESENTS   DIRECT FROM THE WEST END


